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THE  ' 

iNTRODUCTIOiSf* 

V 

TH  E  various  and  manifold  neceffitles 
and  dangers,  to  which  mankind  are 
continually  expofed  in  this  imperfect  ftate  of 
fublunary  things,  excited  men,  in  the  earlieft 
ages  of  the  worlds  to  exert  their  utmoft  abi¬ 
lities  in  fearch  of  means>  whereby  to  render 
their  lituation  in  this  life  more  comfortable 
and  fecure;  To  thefe  efforts  we  owe  the  nu¬ 
merous  ufeful  inventions,  that  have  been  de¬ 
livered  down  to  us  from  antiquity.  Not- 
withftanding,  however,  the  vaft  variety  of 
inventions  conducive  to  the  comforts  and 
conveniencies  of  life,  which  were  efFed:ed  by 
the  ancients,  they  ftill  left  a  multitude  of 
others  to  exercife  the  ingenuity  of  thofe  v;ho 
fucceeded  them  ;  an  obfervation,  which  has 

A  been 


(  ii  ) 

been  abundantly  verified  by  the  various  in¬ 
genious  difcoveries,  that  have  been  made 
in  the  arts  and  fciences  within  thcfe  few  laft 
centuries. 

Ingenious,  however,  and  ufeful  as  ma¬ 
ny  of  thefe  difcoveries  have  confeifedly  been 
to  fociety,  one  common  misfortune  feems, 
in  a  great  meafure,  to  have  attended  them  all. 
For  it  is  but  too  true,  however  melancholy 
a  confideration  it  may  be,  that  there  are  few, 
very  few  indeed,  of  them,  which  have  not 
met  with  an  almoft  infinite  deal  of  oppofition  ; 
which  have  not  been  obliged,  as  it  were,  to 
Wade  through  an  ocean  of  prejudice,  before 
they  have  been  eftablifhed  on  a  folid  founda¬ 
tion.  This  was,  to  confine  myfelf  to  matters 
of  medicine,  in  a  moft  remarkable  manner,, 
the  lot  of  the  very  ufeful  difeovery  of  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  made  by  the  immor¬ 
tal  Harvey :  and  this  too  has  already  been 
remarkably  the  lot  of  that  other  very  ufeful 
difeovery,  inoculation  of  the  fmall-pox  dif¬ 
coveries,  that  have,  doubtlefs,  been  the 
means  of  faving  multitudes  of  lives,  and 
whofe  value,  if  meafured  by  the  greatnefs  of 
their  utility  to  mankind,  moft  certainly  fur- 
paftes  that  of  any  two  difcoveries,  which  the 

ingenuity  , 
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ingenuity  of  man  was  ever  yet  capable  of  ef- 
fed:ing.  The  one  has  been  the  means  of 
pointing  out  to  us  the  nature,  and  mold  like¬ 
ly  method  of  cure,  of  a  vaft  variety  of  dan¬ 
gerous  diforders ;  the  other  of  refeuing  us, 
as  it  were,  from  the  jaws  of  one  of  the  mofl: 
dreadful  and  mercilefs  diftempers  incident  to 
mankind.  The  firft,  indeed,  of  thefe  dif- 
coveries  has  long  ago  furmounted  all  oppofi- 
tion ;  and  the  lafl:  had  well  nigh  done  the 
fame,  at  lead:,  in  this  ifland.  But  now  that 
a  moil  extraordinary  improvement  is  made  in 
it,  and  the  art  of  inoculation  is  enabled  to  re¬ 
duce  the  diftemper  to  almoft  as  low  a  degree 
as  we  could  vviih,  the  old  objections,  which 
were  long  ago  refuted,  ar.e  revived,  and 
that  with  more  vehemence  than  ever,  as  if 
the  mearer  the  art  is^  brought  to  perfeClion, 
and  the  more  likely  it  is  to  become  beneficial 
and  falutary  to  fociety,  the  more  difficulties 
and  obftacles  v/ere  to  be  thrown  in  its  way. 
It  was  formerly  thought  by  fenffble  and  con- 
fiderate  people,  an  advantage  great  enough  on 
the  fide  of  inoculation  to  encourage  a  general 
ufe  of  it,  that  fcarce  one  in  an  hundred  died 
under  the  operation.  It  now  appears  from 
the  incontcffable  evidence  of  experience,  that 
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oj'  late  not  a  fingle  patient  in  twenty  times  | 
that  number  has  been  loft.  And .  I  will  be  j 
bold  to  fay,  that  whoever  has  been  converfant  | 
amongft  patients  inoculated  in  the  old  way  | 
and  in  the  new,  muft  with  the  utmoft  ima- 

’( 

ginable  obflinacy  refift  the  evidence  of  his  i 
own  fenfes^  or  be  thoroughly  convinced  of  | 
the  great  excellence  of  the  lafi  method  above  j 
the  firfl'.  And  if  he  is  one  too,  who  has  the  ; 
welfare  of  rnankind  in  any  wile  at  heart,  he 
muft  be  not  a  little  concerned  to  fee  it  meet  [ 
w,th  fo  niuch  oppofition,  as  it  has  lately  met  I 
with.  This  is  the  very  cafe  of  the  author.  [ 
He  entertains  through  experience  an  high 
opinion  of  the  prefen t  method  of  inoculation,  ! 

.•i 

and  is  really  forry  to  fee  it  condemned  in  fo 
pofitive  and  abfolute  a  manner,  as  it  has  \ 
been  of  late.  A  few  years  ago,  he  had  two  ^ 
of  his  fons  inoculated  by  a  very  judicious  |' 
and  experienced  praftitioner,  in  the  old  way.  j 
One  of  them  had  the  confluent  fmall-pox,  j 
and  hardly,  very  hardly,  efcaped  with  life  ;  | 

and  the  other  too  had  the  difliemper  very  fe- 
verely.  He  has  often  vifited  patients  under  I 
inoculation  in  the  old  way.  And  he  does  ■ 
not  remember,  that  he  ever  knew  a  company 
of  ten  or  a  dozen  inoculated  together  in  that 

way^  , 
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way,  but  one,  or  more  of  the  company  has 
had  the  diftemper  in  a  pretty  fevere  manner. 
Very  lately  he  has  had  four  of  his  family 
inoculated  in  the  new  way,  and  all  of  them 
together  have  not  had  fo  many  as  eighty  puf- 
tules.  He  has  not  only  been  converfant 
amongfl;  patients  inoculated  in  this  way  by 
other  practitioners,  but  has  alfo  within  thefe 
few  months  been  concerned  in  the  inocukr- 
tion  of  many  hundred  perfons  himfelf, 
and  that  without  having  had  the  n^isfortune 
of  loling  a  linglc  patient.  Thefe  occurrences 
have  given  him  the  faireft  opportunity  of 
judging  between  the  two  methods;  and  he  is 
thoroughly  convinced,  that  the  fuperiority  is 
almoft  infinitely  on  the  fide  pf  the  new. 
But  this  is  not  all.  He  has  been  called  to 
feveral  patients,  who  have  been  inoculated  in 
the  new  way  by  different  praClitioners,  fome 
of  whom  have  been  of  the  firft  clafs.  A 
circumftance,  which  has  afforded  Piim  an  op¬ 
portunity,  not  only  of  feeing  what  a  very 
fmall  number  out  of  the  multitudes  of  per¬ 
fons  of  all  ages,  habits,  and  conftitutions,  who 
have  been  inoculated  lately  in  thefe  parts, 
have  been  ill  after  it  but  likewife  of  dif- 
covering  to  what  peculiar  medical  treatment, 

*  Suflex  and  Kent. 
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or  what  particular  mifmanagemcnt  in  the 
patients,  thofe  diforders  have  generally  been 
owing.  And  he  cannot  fay,  but  he  firmly  be-  I 
lieves,  the  diforders  confequent  on  this  me^ 
thod  of  inoculation,  have  oftner  taken  their 
rife  from  the  errors  of  the  patients  them-  i 
felves,  than  from  thofe  of  their  inoculators.  i 

Nor  has  he,  fo  far  as  he  can  remember,  been  1; 

.  I 

called  to  a  fingle  patient,  whofe  death  can  be  ' 

fairly  placed  to  the  account  of  the  cfFedts  of  j 
inoculation.  From  all  thefe  circumftances  I 
taken  together,  the  author  acknowledges,  he  ■ 
has  conceived  a  moll  high  opinion  in  favour 
of  the  prefent  method  of  inoculation.  And 
he  is  forry,  extremely  forry,  to  fee  a  pra(flice, 
which,  he  is  perfuaded,  is  well  calculated  to 
anfwer  the  purpofe  of  faving  numbers  of  ufe- 
ful  lives  from  the  ravages  of  a  cruel  dillem-  ! 
per,  depreciated,  efpecially  by  thofe,  whom  it  i 
would  have  much  better  become,  their  pro-  i 
feffion  conlidered,  to  have  given  it  all  the  ! 
encouragement  they  were  able.  At  the  fame  : 
time  he  cannot  but  confefs,  that,  when  Mr. 
Sutton  firft  came  into  Kent  to  inoculate,*  and  1 
fuch  llrange  accounts  were  almoll  daily  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  furprifing  fuccefs  of  his  prac¬ 
tice,  as  were  enough  to  llagger  the  faith  of 

any 
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any  man,  he  himfelf,  amongft  others,  was 
much  inclined  to  fuppofe  there  was  fome  de¬ 
ception  or  other  in  the  matter.  However, 
as  he  had,  for  many  years,  entertained  an 
opinion,  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  art  to 
render  the  fmall-pox  much  lighter  on  pa¬ 
tients,  than  it  generally  proved  in  the  old 
way  of  inoculation,  and  that  the  want  of  fuc- 
cefs,  in  that  method,  had  been  ever  princi¬ 
pally  owing  to  the  circumftance  of  inocula- 
tors  neglecting  to  purfoe  a  diet  and  regimen 
fufficiently  cooling,  he  was  willing  to  fufpend 
his  opinion  of  the  matter,  till  he  could  have 
an  opportunity  of  feeing,  himfelf,  fome  of 
Mr.  Sutton’s  patients  actually  under  the  dif- 
temper.  Several  fuch  opportunities  foon  of¬ 
fered.  And  the  author  had  many  times  ocu- 
'  lar  demonftration,  not  only  that  the  diftem- 
per  was  extremely  light  on  Mr.  Sutton’s  pa¬ 
tients,  but  alfo  that  it  was  the  true  genuine 
fmall-pox.  He  was  now  no  longer  furprifed 
at  the  many  accounts  he  had  before  heard  of 
this  gentleman’s  great  fuccefs.  For  he  imagin¬ 
ed,  he  could  plainly  fee,  through  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  hi's  management  of  his  patients, 
the  true  caufes,  to  which  principally  this  fuc- 
!  cefs  of  his  was  owing.  And  he  is  Hill  of  the 
!  fame 
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fame  opinion  in  this  refpedl,  which  he  was  of* 
then.  Nor  can  he  forbear  expreffing  his  for- 
row  at  finding,  that  any  phyfician  can  enter¬ 
tain  fo  low  an  opinion  of  the  power  and  effi¬ 
cacy  of  the  art  he  profefleth,  as  to  think  the 
diftemper  communicated  in  the  new  way  of 
inoculation,  cannot  be  the  fmall-pox,  merely 
becaufe  patients  fo  inoculated  contradt  only  a 
flight  diforder.  It  was  early,  therefore,  that 
the  author  conceived  a  favourable  opinion  of 
the  new  method  of  inoculation.  How  this 
favourable  opinion  of  his  arrived  to  its  pre- 
fent  height,  he  has  already  fhewn.  He  has 
therefore  nothing  farther  to  offer  by  way  of 
apology  for  his  prefent  undertaking,  or  of  in^ 
trodudtion  to  the  fubjedt  matter  of  this  trea- 
tife,  than  that  his  foie  motive  for  taking  peri 
in  hand,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  was  a  defire 
of  vindicating  a  pradtice,  which  he  looks 
upon  as  likely  to  prove  highly  falutary  to 
mankind,  from  the  unjufl:  imputations,  which 
have  been  lately  thrown  upon  it,  and  of  fet* 
ting  it  in  its  true  light.  And  if  he  fhall  fuc*- 
ceed  in  his  defign,  he  fhall  be  fatisfied,  he  j 
has  rendered  a  very  effential  piece  of  fervice  | 
to  his  fellow  creatures;  a  refledlion,  which 
will  abundantly  pay  him  for  his  pains. 

A  V  I  N- 
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V  I  N  D  I  C  A  T  I  O  Nj 

N  vindicating  the  new  method  of  Ino¬ 
culation,  I  think  it  necefTary  to  begin 
with  confidering  the  arguments  and 
obje(5fions  of  Dr.  Langton,  becaufe, 
i^f  what  the  Doctor  has  been  pleafed 
to  affirm  In  the  title  page  of  the  pamphlet  he  has 
lately  publiihed  on  the  fubjedf,  be  matter  of  fa6f, 
all  argumentation  in  favour  of  this  method  mud: 
be  entirely  ufelefs,  and  the  pra6flce,  as  it  is  now 
followed,  mud  necelTarily  fall  to  the  ground.  But 
unluckily  for  hiinfelf,  he  has  there  afTerted  a  thing 
which  is  diametrically  contrary  to  the  experience 
of  thoufands,  and  which  neither  he,  nor  any  other 
perfon  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Is,  or  ever  will  be, 
able  to  prove.  He  there  pofitively  affierts,  that 
the  matter  communicated  in  the  prefcnt  method  of 
inoculation  is  not  the  fm all-pox,  and  through  the 
whole  almoft  of  his  pamphlet  lie  has  drained 
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every  nerve  In  proof  of  this  alTertlon.  What  catr 
have  been  the  Dodlor’s  motive  for  this  attack  of 
inoculation  he  himfelf  beft  knows.  If  one  were  to 
judge  of  it  by  the  vehemence  and  rancour  with 
which  he  has  Inveighed  againft  both  the  method 
and  its  practitioners  one  would  be  inclined  to 
fufpeCt  it  to  be  a  motive  not  of  the  moft  com¬ 
mendable  kind.  In  his  preface  indeed  he  lias  de¬ 
clared,  that  neither  the  dejire  of  appearing  in  prints 
nor  the  affe5lation  of  being  particular,  much  lefs  any 
intention  of  injuring  the  prablice  of  inoculation,  induced 
him  to  compofe  his  pamphlet :  and  he  has  added, 
that  principles  of  the  moft  benevolent  kind,  and  fuch  as 
concern  the  lives  and  happimfs  of  bis  f  ellow  fuhjebls, 
were  the  foie  motives  to  his  undertaking.  I  fhall  not 
prefume  at  preCent  to  call  in  queftion  the  truth  of 
any  thing  the  DoCtor  here  aderts.  Thus  much> 
however,  I  cannot  forbear  obferving  on’  the  occa- 
fion,  that  the  ex  predion  grofs  impofition,  which  is 
applied  to  the  prefent  method  of  inoculation  more 
than  once  in  his  pamphlet,  and  fome  other  padages 
occurring  therein,  feem  to  imply  no  inconddcrable 
fhare  of  prejudice  in’the  author,  and  that  it  is  a- 
pity,  for  his  own  fake,  he  did  not  inquire  more 
carefully  into  the  fuccefs  and  nature  of  the  prac¬ 
tice,  that  he  might  have  urged  other  than- mere 
fpeculative  and  theoretical  arguments  againft  it, 
before  he  condemned  it  In  fo  podtive  and  fo  abfo- 
lute  a  manner  as  he  has  done ;  for,  to  ufe  the 
words  of  a  very  ingenious  and  learned,  as  well  as 
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ri  Very  candid  ^  writer  on  the  fubje(51,  he  is  an  enemy 
ito  improvement ,  and  is  no  pJoilofopber ^  who  fajiidicujly^ 
md  upon  mere  ^peculation,  rejeSls  what  he  has  not 
brought  to  the  teft  of  e^tperience.  And  I  will  add  too, 
he  is  not  ferving  the  caufe  of  truth  and  the  pub- 
lick,  who  endeavours  to  depreciate  and  difcounte- 
nance  a  pra<5tlce  likely  to  prove  highly  beneficial 
to  fociety,  without  giving  himfelf  time  to  examine 
properly  into  the  merits  of  it.  If  the  Doeffor  had 
done  this  on  the  prefent  occafion,  fure  I  am  he 
had  never  ventured  to  publilb  iliany  things,  which 
he  has  advanced  in  his  pamphlet,  againft  the  pre¬ 
fent  method  of  inoculating  the  fmall-pox,  as  I  fhall 
now  proceed  to  demonftrate. 

The  firff  objeflion  of  the  Dd6Ior’s  againfl  tills 
method,  which  I  lhall  take  notice  of,  is  one  de- 
.du6fed  from  a  notion,  that  Mr.  Sutton,  in  the 
three  laji  years  of  his  practice  has  made  forty  or  fifty 
ihoufand  pounds.  How  far  this  notion  may  be 
true,  it  is  altogether  out  of  my  power  to  deter¬ 
mine.  But  fuppofeMr.  Sutton  has  gained  by  his 
practice  twice,  or  even  ten  times  as  much  in  the 
time  fpecified,  would  this  circumflaiice  be  any 
proof  of  the  inutility  of  inoculation  ?  Certainly 
no  man  can  fay  it  would.  And  I  muft  needs  fiy, 
it  fhews  too  evident  a  want  of  candour  in  the  Doc¬ 
tor  to  urge  it  as  fuch  on  the  occafion.  If  fuch  a 

*  Vid.  Dr.  Baker’s  Inquiry,  '(^c.  Page.  4. 
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circumftancc.  can  be  of  any  moment  in  the  cafe^ 
it  muft,  nioft  certainly,  tend  to  Ihew  the  dire6l 
revcrfe  of  what  the  docflor  has  adduced  it  in  proof 
of,  namely,  that  the  pra6flce  is  in  itfelf  good,  and 
has  anfwered  its  profeiTed  dehgn  in  fecuring  pati¬ 
ents  from  the  contagion  of  the  natural  fmall  pox. 
Had  not  this  been  the  cafe,  out  of  the  many 
thoufands,  whom  Mr.  Sutton  has  inoculated,  fome 
few  at  lead  mud,  inevitably,  have  taken  the  na¬ 
tural  fmall  pox  before  now,  and  his  pra6fice  have 
confcqucntly  and  necedarily  fallen  into  the  utmoft 
diferedit.  But  I  believe  I’may  defy  the  Doctor  to 
produce  a  dngle  indance  of  fuch  an  accident. 
Indeed  to  fay  the  truth,  had  he  known  of  any,  no 
doubt  is  to  be  made,  but  he  had  long  ago  pub- 
lilhed  it  to  the  world. 

In  the  fame  palTage,  in  which  the  above  objec-  . 
tion  occurs,^  the  Doctor  has  infinuated  in  order  to 

f 

diferedit  inoculation,  that  it  is  *the  intereft  of  ino^ 
culators,  that  propagates  and  continues  the  practice. 
Alas !  Mud  then  the  very  profits,  arlfing  to  the 
praditioner  from  the  exercife  of  the  art  he  profef- 
fetli,  be  urged  as  a  proof  of  its  inutility  ?  This  is 
very  unfair  indeed.  At  this  rate  every  art,  which 
brings  reafonable  gain  to  him,  who  praedifes  it, 
mud  be  condemned  as  ufelefs,  or,  what  is  worfe, 
as  a  piece  of  grofs  impofition.  This  Do^rine  is 

*  Vid.  Dr.  Langton’s  Addrefs,  Preface  P.  2. 
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downright  uncanonical.  l^hs  Lalourer,  furcly, 
is  worthy  of  his  hire*  If  this  will  go  down,  then  it 
is  high  time  for  us  to  cry  out,  miferere  nojirum 
Domine,  for  all  of  us,  clergymen,  lawyers,  phyfi- 
clans,  furgeons,  &c.  &c.  &c.  muft  be  of  neceffity 
involved  in  the  fame  common  danger — of  fiarving. 
To  be  ferious,  the  Dodlor  is,  it  feems,  moft  violently 
prejudiced  againft  this  fame  inoculation,  and 
fomething  or  other  muft  be  urged  againft  it  at 
all  events.  It  matters  not  much  with  him,  how  lit¬ 
tle  to  the  purpofe. 

N 

The  Do(ftor  next  takes  notice  of  an  advertife- 
ment  of  two  gentlemen  inoculators,  refiding,  1 
fuppofe,  fome where  in  his  neighbourhood.  It 
muft  be  confefted,  the  advertifement  is  far  from 
being  drawn  up  with  the  greateft  precifion  and 
accuracy.  It  is,  however,  hardly  fair  in  him  to 
make  the  ufe  of  it  he  has  made  in  his  pamphlet. 
The  gentlemen,  I  prefume,  intended  only  to  in¬ 
form  the  publick,  that  the  Jmall  po>:  communicated 
in  the  new  way  of  inoculation  is  generally  fo  very  lights 
that  the  patient  is  fometimes  apt  to  imagine  there  is 
danger  of  a  fecond  infe^lon  \  that,  for  the  fatisf action 
of  patients  in  fuch  cafes,  they  have  inoculated  them 
again  and  again  ;  and  that  if  ever  the  natural  fmall 
pox  has  been  taken  after  inoculation,  it  muft  have  been 
owing  to  the  fault  of  the  inoculator.  All  this  is  very 
true  and  very  reafonable.  But  they  do  not  fay  a 
word,  that  a  fecond  infection  ever  happened  to 
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any  one  of  their  patients,  even  by  Inoculation,  much 
iefs  by  natural  contagion.  And  yet  the  Do^lor 
adduces  this  advertifeinent  as  a  proof,  that  In  this 
way  a  *  jecond  infe^ion  is  to  he  dreaded,  and  that 
cond  inf  chitons  are  no  unufual  accidents,  I  muft 
here  beg  leave  to  Inform  the  Doctpr  of  a  ftw  cir- 
cumftances,  with  which  he  fceins  totally  unac¬ 
quainted.  If  this  had  been  the  cafe,  he  could  not 
have  made  fo  unfair  a  ufe  of  the  above  advertife- 
ment,  as  he  manifeftly  has.  In  the  old  way  of 
inoculation,  it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  inoculators 
to  make  a  fmall  incifion  in  the  arm  of  the  patient, 
and  to  infert  into  it  a  pellet  of  lint  or  cotton 
moiftened  with  variolous  matter,  which  pellet  was 
covered  with  a  plaifter,  and  kept  on  for  a  longer 
or  a  fhorter  time,  according  to  the  opinion  the 
operator  happened  to  entertain  of  the  time  necef- 
fary  for  it  to  lie  on  in  order  to  infect  the  patient. 
This  was  the  general  method,  in  which  the  ope¬ 
ration  was  preformed,  and  it  is  a  izht  well  knowrt 
to  thofe  concerned  in  it,  that  the  operation  pretty 
often  mifearried,  and  the  patient  was  forced  to 
be  inoculated  again  and  again,  before  he  could 
be  infected.  Nor  have  there  been  wanting  cafes, 
wherein  the  patient  has  not  been  infected  before 
the  fourth  or  fifth  time  of  its  being  performed. 

I  myfelf  have  known  eight  patients  inoculated  in 
this  way,  at  the  fame  time,  and  in  the  fame 

^  Vid.  Dr.  Langton’s  Addrefs,  Preface  P.  5  and  6.  ,  £ 
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lioufc,  and  by  the  application  of  the  fame  vario¬ 
lous  matter,  and  the  operation  has  taken  place  in 
one  half,  and  mifcarried  in  the  other.  Sometimes, 
I  fuppofe,  the  operation  has  failed  to  infect  the 
patient,  becaufe  the  matter  l  ad  been  kept  too 
long,  or  in  too  cold  a  place,  or  by  fome  fuch  clr- 
cumftance  had  loft  its  virtue.  At  other  times,  I 
fuppofe,  the  current  of  blood  flowing  from  the 
wound  has  walked  away  the  infectious  miafmata 
applied  to  it,  and  fo  prevented  their  being  imbibed 
into  the  mafs  of  humors,  and  confequently  the 
patient  from  being  infected.  From  what  caufe 
foever  it  has  happened,  it  is,  however,  well 
known  that  this  method  of  inoculating  has  often 
mifcarried.  And  on  the  contrary  it  is  a  fact 
equally  as  well  known  amongft  inoculators  in  the 
new  way,  that  this  feldom  or  never  fails  of  infect-' 
ing.  I  myfelf  have  been  concerned  lately  in  the 
inoculation  of  many  hundred  patients  in  this  new 
way,,  and  out  of  upwards  of  twelve  hundred 
punctures,  I  have  not  known  a  Angle  one  mif- 
carry.  Nor  do  I  make  the  leaft  doubt,  but 
many  other  inoculators  in  this  way,  have  experi¬ 
enced  the  fame  fuccefs.  It  may  not  perhaps 
be  unnecelTary  here  to  inquire  a  little  minutely 
to  what  particular  circumftances  attending  this 
iiew  method,  this  its  fuperior  fuccefs  in  this  re- 
fpect  is  owing. 
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In  the  firft  place,  1  am  of  opinion,  that  the 
taking  the  variolous  matter,  and  inferting  into 
the  patient,  while  it  Is  yet  warm,  contributes  not 
a  little  to  enfure  its  fucceeding.  And  in  the  next 
place,  I  fuppofe,  that  the  infufing  it  the  very  mo¬ 
ment,  when,  and  on  the  point  of  the  fame  in^ 
firument,  with  which,  the  wound  is  made,  is 
another* circumftance,  that  contributes  equally  as 
much  to  effc6I  the  fame  purpofc.  From  thefe 
circumftances  it  happens,  that  the  variolous  mat¬ 
ter  Is  applied  in  its  full  efficacy  and  vigour,  to 
the  mouths  of  the  wounded  veffiels  of  the  Ikin, 
and  therefore  can  hardly  fail  of  infe6Ilng  the  pa¬ 
tient.  We  fee  that  this  method  of  communica- 
ing  tlie  virus  of  the  fmall  pox  Is  very  fimilar  to 
that,  by  which  many  venomous  animals  arc  wont 
to  communicate  theirs.  To  wit,  in  both  cafes, 
the  wound  is  made  and  the  virus  infufed  warm 
into  it,  at  the  fame  moment,  and  therefore  it 
cannot  poffibly  fail  of  infc<51ing.  And  I  have 
feveral  times  known  the  operation  fucceed  in 
infecting  a  number  of  patients  together  without 

•s 

a  fingle  failure,  when  there  has  been  fo  little 
variolous  matter  in  the  puftules  on  the  arm  of 
the  patient,  from  whom  they  were  inoculated, 
that  nothing,  but  a  little  bloody  fanies,  could  be 
difeerned  on  the  point  of  the  lancet,  and  the  ope¬ 
rator  himfelf  could  fcarce  believe  it  could  poffi-* 
bly  fucceed.  Of  fuch  extreme  confequence  Is  it 
towards  enfuring  an  infection  of  the  patient  to  in-r 
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fufe  the  variolous  virus,  while  it  is  yet  warm,  in¬ 
to  the  blood.  From  thefe  confiderations  it  is  ve¬ 
ry  evident,  how  greatly  fuperior,  in  point  of 
certainty  of  infecting,  the  method  of  operating  in 
the  prefent  way  is  to  that  nfed  in  the  old. 

Having  now  fufhciently,  I  hope,  demonftrated, 
that  the  new  method  of  operating  feldom  or  never 
fails  of  communicating  the  fmall  pox,  I  am  next 
to  enquire,  to  what  caufes  it  is  owing,  that  a  re¬ 
petition  of  the  operation,  when  inoculation  is  per¬ 
formed  in  this  way,  h  fometimes  neceflary. 

It  is  a  fact  fufficiently  notorious  to  thofe,  who 
have  been  much  converfant  amongft  patients  un¬ 
der  the  natural  fmall  pox,  thatfome  of  them,  efpe- 
cially  children,  have  the  diftemper  extremely 
lightly.  I  have  feen  a  patient  in  this  way,  who 
has  been  altogether  unprepared,  and  yet  has  not 
had  more  than  four  or  five  puffulcs,  and  thofe 
have  been  but  very  fmall  ones.  Nay,  it  is  an  ob- 
fervation  of  Doctor  ^  Boerhaave,  a  writer,  whole 
authority  Doctor  Langton  himfelf  has  cited,  that 
the  fmall  pox  often  happens  without  any  puflules  at 
all.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  matter  of  furprlfe, 
furely,  to  any  reafonable  practitioner,  if  the  fame 
clrcumfiance  lliould  every  now  and  then  happen 

*  Vid.  Boerhaav.  Aphorifm.  §  I393*  Morbus  I'urlolofus  fape fine 
n^ariolis  fit . 
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to  a  patient  under  inoculation,  efpccially  in  the 
new  way.  To  fay  the  truth,  it  is  a  fact  well 
known  to  inoculators  in  this  way,  and  I  have 
foinctimes  known  the  fame  happen  in  the  old, 
that  the  patients  pretty  often  pafs  through  the 
fmall  pox  fo  eafily,  as  to  have  no  more  than  five 
puftules.  Nay,  it  happens  every  now  and  then 
in  this  way  of  inoculation,  that  even  an  adult  pa¬ 
tient  lhall  pafs  through  the  dift^mper  without 
having  one,  or  even  fo  much  as  a  fingle  com^ 
plaint,  other  than,  perhaps,  a  flight  fhivering, 
chill,  or  fome  fuch  trifling  diforder,  which  he 
w'ould  hardly  have  taken  the  leaft  notice  of  at  any 
other  time.  So  very  powerful  is  the  prefent  me¬ 
thod  of  preparation,  and  management,  in  leflen- 
ing  the  violence  of  the  difteinpcr.  When  this 
^  happens,  and  efpecially  if  it  happens  without  a 
confiderable  inflammation  of  the  fkin  round  the 
punctures,  the  patient  can  hardly  be  brought  to 
believe,  he  has  had  the  fmall  pox.  In  fuch  cafes 
therefore,  it  is  ever  prudent  in  the  operator,  for 
the  fatisfaction  of  the  patients,  to  inoculate  them 
again.  And  it  was  on  fuch  occafions,  that  the 
above  mentioned  inoculators  obferve,  they  have 
inoculated  feveral  patients  three  or  four  times. 
They  do  not  even  intimate,  that  ever  a  fecond, 
third,  or  fourth  inoculation  has  infected  a  patient 
of  theirs  with  the  fmall  pox  :  much  lefs,  that  any 
one  ever  took  the  diflemper,  after  inoculation,  in 
the  natural  way.  Indeed,  it  is  notorious,  that 

hardly 
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Jiardly  ever  either  of  thcfe  accidents  have  happen?  . 
ed  in  the  new  way  of  inoculation.  I  myfelf  will, 
on  the  flrength  of  my  own  experience  only,  un¬ 
dertake  to  fay  fuch  accidents  arc  extremely  uncom¬ 
mon.  And  I  am  v/ell  fatisfied,  if  Dodor  Lang- 
ton  had  knowm  of  but  one  fuch,  he  would  have  in¬ 
formed  the  publick  of  it  before  now.  I  do  not 
fay,  that  it  is  not  poffible  for  fuch  a  thing  to  hap¬ 
pen.  This,  however,  I  can  fafely  fay,  that  it 
can  fcarce  happen,  but  by  the  ignorance  or  negli¬ 
gence  of  the  inoculator.  The  conclufion  I  would 
draw  from  the  premifes  is,  that  the  above  gentle¬ 
men  a(51ed  very  judiejoufly,  in  inoculating  their 
patients  feveral  times,  when  they  had  the  didem- 
per  fo  extremely  lightly,  not  only  to  fatisfy 
them,  that  they  had  palTed  through  it,  but  alfo 
to  take  away  all  poffibility  of  a  natural  infedbon 
happening  afterwards ;  and  likewiie  that  DO(flor 
Langton  has  a(fled  very  unfairly  in  inferring  from 
what  they  have  faid  on  the  occafion  in  their  adver- 
tlfement,  that  fecand  infections  are  no  unufual 
things, 

I  hope  the  Doctor  is  by  this  time  fully  con¬ 
vinced,  that  he  has  drawn  a  very  unfair  conclu- 
fion  from  fome  of  the  pafTages  occurring  in  the 
advertifement  he  has  cited.  I  lhall  now  therefore^ 
proceed,  and  take  notice  of  another  objection  he 
endeavours  to  urge  againil  the  practice.  This 

,  indeed 
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indeed  is  a  very  trifling  one,  as  nioft  of  the  others  j 

are,  | 

) 

! 

He  obferves  in  the  third  page  of  his  pamphlet  ! 
as  follows,  the  greateji  phyfician  that  ever  lived^  | 
could  never  forefee  that  the  real  benign  fmall  pox  j 
%vould  affume  the  appearance  it  now  exhibits  on  j 
the  inoculated^  and  for  the  truth  of  this  I  appeal  to  the  \ 
filence  of  medical  writers  on  this  head.  From  this  ob^ 
fervation,  the  Doctor  I  fuppofe,  would  mean  to 
inflnuate,  that  the  diflemper  communicated  in  the 
new  way  of  inoculation,  is  not  the  genuine  fmall 
pox,  or  I  cannot  fee,  what  bufinefs  it  could  have, 
where  it  is  inferted.  This  is  a  far  fetched  deduc¬ 
tion  indeed,  Alas  !  what  has  this  to  do  with 
fhewing  the  prefent  practice  of  inoculation  to  be 
ulelefs  ?  As  well  might  the  Doctor  endeavour  to 
demonflrate  the  inutility  of  the  many  difeoveries 
and  improvements,  that  have  been  made  in  the 
fever al  arts  and  fciences  within  thefe  few  centu¬ 
ries,  becaufe  truly  thofe,  who  formerly  wrote  of 
fuch  arts  and  fciences,  did  not  forefec  thefe  difeo- 
verics  and  improvements  would  be  one  time  or 
other  made.  Who,  for  inftance,  of  the  ancients 
ever  dreamed  of  the  improvements  and  difeoveries, 
that  have  been  made  within  this  century,  in  aftro- 
nomy  ?  Who  .of  that  furprizing  difeovery  of  the 
compolition  of  gunpowder  ?  Yet  the  Doctor 
would  not  from  thence,  I  hope,  conclude  againfl: 
the  reality  or  utility  of  fuch  difeoveries  and  im¬ 
provements. 
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jprovenients.  But  this  is  not  all.  The  obfervatlon 
itfclf  is  not,  Brictly  fpeaking,  true.  The  great 
Doctor  Boerhaave,  a  phyfician,  whofe  authority 
the  Doctor  himfclf  has  cited,  did  certainly,  ia 
fome  meafure,  forefee  this  event.  We  have  feen 
above,  that  this  great  man  held  an  opinion,  that 
the  natural  /mail  pcx  often  happens  without  puftules. 

I  fliall  now,  in  order  to  fhew  the  Doctor,  that 
medical  writers  have  not  been  altogether  filent  on 
this  head,  tranflate  and  cite  a  few  pafiages  of  that 
author.  Doctor  Boerhaave  treating  of  the  fmall 
pox  fays,  in  the  beginning  of  the  eruptive  fever 
and  fymptoms,  "^this  feems  to  be  the firjt  indication  of 
j  mrt,  that  the  inflammatory  Jii7nulu5  being  removed, 

I  the  diflmper  be  cured  in  its  prefentjiate,  its  farther 
i  prog  refs  obviated,  and  fo  fuppuration,  gangrene,  and 
the  like  prevented.  It  feems  pojfihle  to  remove  this  fii^ 
mulus  by  corre5lmg  it  by  fpecificks  fo  called,  or  eJfe  by  ' 

!  the  common  antiphlogijlick  method,  Ifhis  fpecifick  cor- 
j  redlion  of  the  variolous  ftmulus  feems  to  depend  on 
I  finding  a  remedy  to  counteract  the  variolous  venom, 

I  which  though  received  into  the  body  in  d  very  fmall 
I  quantity,  yet  produces  the  inflammatory  fymptoms  as  its 
!  eflfeCis,  That  it  is  poflible  for  fuch  a  fpecific  remedy  to  be 
dij covered,  we  have  reafon  to  hope  from  getting  a  hif- 
tory  of  antidotes,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  diftemper 
itfelf ;  and  the  extremt  great  utility  likely  to  accrue  to 
I  mankind  from  fuch  a  difcovery  is  enough  to  incite  men  to 

I*  Vid.  Boerhaav.  Aphorifin.  §  1383,1389,  1390,  1391,  1392. 
i  '  .  attempt  r 
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attempt  it,  ^he  fuccefs  that  has  fometlmes  attended 
theufe  of  antimony  and  mercury  is  fujfcient  to  encouragi 
us  to  fee  k  for  fetch  a  remedy,  in  thefe  medicaments  brought 
hy  art  to  an  high  degree  of  penetrability ,  and  deprived 
in  good  meafure  of  all  faline  acrimony,  hut  well  unitedi 
So  far  the  great  Doctor  Boerhaave.  From  whence 
it  is  very  evident,  that  he  not  only  fore faw^  that  | 
the  natural  fmall  pox  might  very  probably  be  ren* 
dered  extremely  light  in  the  eruption,  by  medi¬ 
cines  adminidred  even  after  the  eruptive  fymptoms 
were  begun,  but  alfo  that  he  pointed  out  the  very 
medicines,  which  are  now  ufed  as  alteratives  with 
fuch  furprizing  fuccefs  in  the  new  method  of  ino¬ 
culation.  Neither  was  Doctor  Boerhaave  the  only 
medical  writer,  who  was  of  this  opinion.  Doctor 
Hillary,  a  very  eminent  phylician,  and  a  good 
writer  on  the  fubject,  was  of  the  fame  way  of 
thinking,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  elTay  annexed  to 
lus  practical  treatife  of  the  fmall  pox.  And  the  j 
late  Doctor  Lobb,  if  I  remember  right,  has  efTert-  | 
ed,  that  he  has  actually  prevented  the  eruption  of  I 
the  fmall  pox  by  a  mercurial  medicine  adminifter-  | 
ed  during  the  eruptive  fymptoms  of  this  diftem-  | 
per.  Thus  much  may  ferve  to  fhow  of  how  little  j 
U-ie  the  lad  cited  obfervation  of  Dr.  Langton’s  is 
to  him  in  his'  endeavours  to  demonftrate  the  dif-  t 
temper  communicated  by  the  prefent  method  of 
inoculation  to  be  other  than  the  fmall  pox,  and  •• 
the  practice  of  this  method  to  be  ufeiefs. 
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I  muft  beg  leave  next  to  take  notice  of  a  pafTagd  . 
■in  the  Do6lor’s  pamphlet,  in  which  he  has  treated 
Doctor  Baker,  a  gentleman  who  has  written  oii^ 
(he  fubject,  with  an  hundred  times  more  candour, 
and  temper,  and  I  had  well  nigh  added  alfo,  infi¬ 
nitely  more  like  a  fcholar,  than  himfelf,  in  rather 
too  cavalier  a  manner.  The  pafTage  I  mean  Is 
this,  *if  DoBor  Baker  imagines  the  cool  regimen  was 
difeovertd  hy  Sydenham  y  he  errs  for  want  of  informa¬ 
tion.  This  paflage  naturally  reminds  me  of  an  old 
Englifh  proverb  concerning  teaching  one’s  grand¬ 
mother  to  fuck.  If  Doctor  Langton  thinks,  that 
Doctor  Baker  imagines  Sydenham  to  be  the  difeoverer 
vf  the  cool  regimen  in  the  fmall-pox,  I,  who  never 
exchanged  a  word  with  Doctor  Baker,  nor  ever 
.  faw  him,  that  I  know  of,  will  venture  to  afErm, 
that  Doctor  Langton  errs  for  want  of  information 
himfelf.  Doctor  Baker  is  a  phyfician  of  found 
learning,  and  extenfive  knowledge  in  his  profef- 
fion,  as  may  be  feen  even  in  that  tract  of  his,  to 
which  Doctor  Langton  alludes.  And  if  he  doubts 
in  the  leaft  the  truth  of  what  I  fay,  I  refer  him  to 
another  treatife  of  Dr.  Baker’s,  namely,  that  de 
affeSlibus  anlmi  ^  morhis  inde  oriundisy  in  which  he 
will  fee  fuch  proofs  difplayed  of  this  gentleman’s 
clafTical  erudition,  and  extenfive  reading,  as  will 
-not  fail  to  convince  him,  that  he  could  hardly  be 
unacquainted  with  the  Latin  verfion  of  Rha%es  on 
*  Vid.  Dr.  Langton’s  Addrefs,  &c.  P.  6. 
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the  fmall-pox  and  meajles  publifhed  a  few  years  fiiice 
by  the  learned  Doctor  Mead. 

The  next  palTage  In  the  Doctor’s  'pamphlet^ 
which  I  fhall  take  notice  of,  Is  that,  wherein  he  af-  i 
ferts,  that  -fdid  phyftcians  more  frequently  ufe  plenty 
(if  air  and  of  cooling  medicines,  fttch  a  lamentable  car-^  \ 
Tfiage  would  not  he  made  by  the  difeafe  in  the  natural 
xmy» 

The  Doctor’s  view,  I  fuppofe.  In  Introducing  i 
this  obfervatlon,  was  to  pcrfuade  the  publick,  that 
cooling  medicines,  and  the  free  ufe  of  air  in  the  natural 
finall-pox,  are  of  themfelves  fufficlent  to  fave  al- 
nioft  every  patient,  and  that  confequently  inocula¬ 
tion  Is  In  a  great  mcafure  needlefs.  If  this  be  the 
cafe,  as  I  verily  believe  It  Is,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  : 
dilTent  from  him  in  opinion.  That  plenty  of  ; 
cooling  medicines,  and  the  free  ufe  of  cool  air,  ' 
are  very  good  remedies  In  the  natural  fmall-pox,  I  : 
moft  readily  allow.  But  then  it  is  a  fact  very  no¬ 
torious  to  practitioners  converfant  in  the  cure  of 
this  diftemper,  that  there  are  kinds  of  it  fo  very  ‘ 
malignant,  that  oftentimes  neither  the  ufe  of  i 
thefe,  nor  of  any  other  remedies,  hitherto  pub-  | 
lillied,  can  lave  the  patient.  In  and  very  near  the  | 
Town  I  live  in,  within  thefe  eight  or  nine  months 
paft,  perhaps,  about  twenty  adults  have  had  the  '! 


t  Vid.Dr.  Langton's  Addrefs,  &e.  P.  8. 
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fmall-pox  in  the  natural  way,  all  of  whom  had,  t . 
underftand,  plenty  of  cool  air,,  and  of  cooling  me¬ 
dicines  adminiftred  to  them.  Yet  of  this  number 
fix  died.  Of  thefe  twenty  patients,  five,  who 
were  healthy  and  young  enough,  took  the  difiem-  • 
per  from  one,  who  died  of  a  mofi  malignant  kind 
of  it  contracted  in  the  natural  way  :  and  three  of 
the  five  died,  notwithfianding  they  had,  fo  far  as  I 
I  can  learn,  all  the  afiifiance,  which  cool  air,  and 
I  cooling  medicines  could  pojfihly  afford  them.  Such 
a  lamentable  carnage^  to  ufe  Doctor  Langton's  own 
cxpreffion,  may  ferve  to  fhew,  that  inoculation  is 
not  likely  to  be  much  lefs  neceffary,  now  that  the 
cooling  regimen  is  fo  univerfally  adopted,  than  it 
was  before.  One  thing  I  believe  I  may  venture  very 
fafely  to  fay  it  tends  to  Jhew,  an  opinion,  in  which 
mofi  fenfible  practitioners  will  readily  join  me, 
and  this  is,  that,  had  thefe  unfortunate  people  been 
inoculated  in  the  new  way  by  z  judicious 
tioner,  in  all  probability  they  had  been  alive  now. 

.  Here  too  I  rnufl  beg  leave  to  dilTent  from  the 
Do6lor  with  refpeef  to  another  particular  affertion 
I  of  his  in  the  pamphlet  before  me.  He  fays,  ^ 
i  when  either  the  benign^  co7tjiuent,  cr  putrid  fmall-pc^ 
j  jeizes  a  family,  it  preferves  its  type,  how  different 
I  foever  the  fuhje^s  may  be  in  age  ayid  conjlitution,  I 
I  am  much  mifiaken,  if  this  do(5frine  be  agreeable  to 

I  *  Vid.  Dr.  Langton’s  Addrefs,  &:c,  P.  13. 
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experience.  It  Is  true,  the  natural  dlftempcr  Is* 
apt  to  handle  feme  families  much  more  feverely 
than  others ;  a  circumftance,  of  the  caufe  of  which- 
we  are  totally  ignorant,  unlefs  it  be  owing  to  this,, 
that  the  blood  of  fome  families  contains,  heredi¬ 
tarily,  a  greater  quantity  of  fuch  principles  in  it, 
as  are  ealily  afiimilated  by  the  contagion  of  the 
fmall-pox.  Be  this  as  it  will,  it  is  very  common 
for  the  diftemper,  when  it  breaks  out  in  a  family, 
to  affecl  the  feveral  perfons,  of  which  it  is  compo* 
fed,  with  very  different  degrees  of  feverity.  One 
perhaps  fickens  of  the  bleeding  pock  with  petechia?, 
another  of  the  confluent  kind  without  pctcchisc,  a 
third  of  a  kindly  diflln61:  fort,  and  fo  on.  The  truth 
of  thjs  matter  is,  the  nature  of  contagion  of  the  fmall 
pox  is  fuch,  that  It  matters  not,  I  believe,  in  the 
leaft,  from  what  kind  it  is  taken,  in  refpec^f  to  the 
produ^lion  of  this  or  that  kind  in  the  perfon  iii- 
feded.  The  mo  ft  malignant  fmall  pox  often  ex¬ 
cites  in  the  patient  infeefted  from  it  a  fine  dlftin<ft 
kind,  and  fo  on  the  other  hand,  a  fine  dlftin(ft 
pock  often  excites  the  moft  malignant..  So  true 
is  the  obfervation,  which  the  learned  Doctor 
Mead  made  many  years  ago,  when  treating  of 
inoculation,  *  it  is  of  much  greater  confequence  in  mf 
opinion,  into  what  kind  of  a  fubje^l  the  virus  of  the 
fmall-pox  is  infufed,  than  from  what  kind  it  is  taken* 
Indeed,  were  not  this  the  cafe,  inoculation  of  every 

*  Yid.  Mead  dc  Variolis  et  Morbillis,  P.  84. 
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kind  were  in  a  manner  ufelcfs.  For  it  is  altoge¬ 
ther  by  the  alteration  induced  on  the  body  of  the 
patient  by  the  medicines  he  takes,  and  the  reglmeit 
he  obferves,  during  the  procefs,  that  inoculation 
is  enabled  to  render  the  diflemper  fo  light.  And  I 
will  be  bold  to  fay,  that  the  prefent  method  of  ino¬ 
culation  is  in  this  refpe6f  fo  yery  efficacious,  that 
if  patients  are  treated  judidoujly,  and  arc  themfelves 
obfervantof  the  dirc6f ions  given  them,  the  diftem- 
per  will  prove  very  light,  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  times  ©ut  of  a  thoufand,  let  them  be  inoculated 
from  what  kind  of  pock  they  will,  unlefs,  perhaps, 
we  except  the  bleeding  kind,  and  Ido  not  know 
that  even  this  is  to  be  excepted.  I  have,  at  this 
very  time,  an  *  adult  patient  under  my  care,  up¬ 
wards  of  forty  years  of  age,  who  was  inoculated 
from  one  of  the  two  furviving  patients  of  the  five 
above-mentioned,  who  has  thefmall-pox  in  a  mofi: 
favourable  manner,  having  no  more  than  about 
twenty  pufiules.  So  that  Docflor  Langton  might 
very  well  have  fpared  himfelf  the  trouble  of  writing 
all  he  has  written  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  - 
pages  of  his  pamphlet  concerning  contagion.  The 
contagion  of  the  fmall  pox  is  ever  one,  and  the 
fame,  and  only  produces  different  eifeeffs,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  difference  of  age,  habit,  confiitution, 
and  other  circumftances,  in  the  perfon  infe<51cd 
by  it ;  and  if  the  Doctor  meant  to  infinuate  by 

♦  This  patient  was  inoculated  with  yellow  well  concocted  matter.* 
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the  obfervatioii  he  has  made  on  contagions^  that 
the  diftemper  communicated  in  the  prefent  method 
of  inoculation  Is  too  light  to  be  the  fmall  pox,  he 
is  as  much  miftaken  as  ever  he  was  in  his  life,  as 
will  be  fhewn  at  large  below. 

I  come  now  to  conhder  the  Do6for’s  grand  ar¬ 
gument  in  behalf  of  the  dodrine  advanced  In  his 
title  page.  He  fays,  think  it  may  be  laid  down  as 
certain^  that  a  difeafe  is  to  he  ejieemed  the  fame  univer- 
fally,  when  it  prefents  the  fame  appearances^  and 
vice  verfa  ;  and  that  any  defieSiion  from  thefe  appear¬ 
ances  mujl  bring  it  under  a  different  denomination,  and 
have  different  indications  of  cure.  So  far  the  Doctor.- 
We  will  now  fee,  how  far  this  obfervation  is  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  diftemper,  to  whjch  he  applies  it. 
I  am  here  ready  to  afic,  what  are  thefe  fame  ap¬ 
pearances  in  the  fmall  pox,  a  deflexion  from  which 
muft  bring  it  under  a  different  denomination?  One 
variolous  patient  has  a  large  diftinct  kind  of  pock, 
another  a  fmall  confluent  kind,  another  a  verru- 
cofe  kind,  another  a  bleeding  kind,  another  a 
cryhalline  kind,  another  has  no  puftules  at  all, 
and  fo  on.  And  yet  the  diftemper  Is  the  fmall 
pox  in  all  of  them.  Here  Is  defection  enough  with 
a  witnefs.  To  fay  the- truth,  this  doctrine  of  the 
Doctor’s  is  by  no  means  applicable  to  the  fmall 
pox  5  nor  indeed  to  any  other  diforder,  except  It 

*  Vid.  Dr.  Langton's  Addrefs,  drc.  P.  8. 
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be  fucli  a  one,  as  has  one  or  more  pathognomo-- 
nick  fymptoms  belonging  to  it,  of  which  kind 
there  are  very  few,  and  which  is  far  from  being 
the  cafe  of  the  fmall  pox.  If  It  were  not,  this 
didemper  would  not  fo  often  be  miftaken,  as  it  is, 
by  injudicious  practitioners  for  other  diforders. 
But  let  us  fee,  how  the  Doctor  applies  the  above 
doctrine  himfelf.  ^Let  us,  fays  he,  ly  this  clear  and 
plain  rule,  examine  the  natural  and  inoculated  fmall 
j)cx.  Patients  feized  with  the  firjl  -kind,  have  a  chill- 
nefs  fucceeded  hy  a  feverijh  heat a  pain  in  the  head, 
hack,  and  ftomach,  m  naufea,  arid  refcleffnefs — Pbe 
puftules  are  prominent,  and  filled  with  well  conced¬ 
ed  pus,  inclining  to  yellow ;  there  is  a  conftderahle 
fever,  aud  the  patient  often  light  headed,  ’Thefe 
fymptotns  ever  attend,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  the 
benign  fmall  pox,  and  infallibly  preclude  all  future 
infedlon.  He  goes  on.  On  the  other  hand  the  inocu¬ 
lated  fmall  pox  {if  it  dtferves  that  name)  hai  not  one  of 
the  preceding  fymptoms,  becaufe  the  inoculated  matter  is 
mt  the  fanu  with  the  true  fmall  pox.  How  any  man 
in  fo  refpectable  a  ftation  as  Doctor  Langton's  pro- 
feffion  manifeftly  places  him  in,  can  have  the 
alTurance  to  publilli  an  adertion  fo  diametrically 
contrary  to  truth,  and  the  experience  of  thou- 
fands  in  this  kingdom.  Is  mod  adonllhing. 
Surely,  he  ought  to  have  made  fome  little  enquiry 
into  the  date  of  the  matter,  before  he  had  ven- 

*  Vjd.  Dr.  Langton’s  Addrefs,  Page.  8  and  9. 
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tured  to  have  written  about  it  In  this  pofitlvc 
manner.  But,  alas  1  Dr.  Langton  is  not  the  firft  k 
man,  whom  prejudice  has  hurried  far  out  of  the 
limits  of  right  reafon.  Be  this  as  it  will,*  I  will  J 
undertake,  on  the  ftrength  of  my  own  experi^  9 
ence  In  the  matter,  to  declare,  that  patients  ino-  M 
culated  In  the  new  way,  inftead  of  not  having  one  S 
of  the  Jymptoms,  which  he  has  enumerated,  have, 
for  the  mod:  part,  by  far  the  greateft  part  cf  ^ 
them,  as  I  have  obferved  in  hundreds.  Thcfc  m 
patients  are  generally  feized  voith  a  chiUnefs,  pain  in  ^ 
the  head,  hack,  and  ftomach,  arc  rejilefs,  have  a  M 
fever,  and  are  fometimes  light  headed ;  and  thefc 
fymptoms  are  almoft  always  followed  by  an  erup-  i 
tion  of  pudules  which  grow  prominent,  and  gradu-  tfj 
ally  fill  with  well  conco^edpus,  in  colour  inclining  to  £ 
yellow,  1  affirm  this  to  be  true,  and  the  Doctor  S 
himfelf  confeffeth,  that  thefe  fymptoms  infallibly'^ 
preclude  all  future  infection.  So  that  after  all,  the 
Doctor's  grand  argument  againft  the  prefent  me-  : 
thod  of  inoculation  has  met  with  the  dire  mif- 
chance  of  being  refuted  even  by  his  own  acknow¬ 
ledgement.  ' 

The  Doctor  foon  after  obferves,  by  way  of  dif- 
crediting  the  new  method  of  inoculation,  that 
•  the  prefent  practice  is  to  take  the  matter  from  the 
incifion,  the  fourth  day  after  the  ineijion  is  made, 

*  Vid,  Dr,  Langton’s  Addrefs,  Page  lo. 
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By  this  means,  fays  he,  you  have  a  contagious  caujlic 
water,  infiead  of  laudable  pus,  and  a  flight  fe'nnent  in 
the  lymph  is  raifed,  producing  a  few  watry  blotches, 
in  the  place  of  a  perfect  extrufion  of  the  variolous 
matter.  It  was,  without  doubt,  the  pra6Iice  of 
Mr.  Sutton  to  inoculate  from  the  pundlures  on 
the  arms  of  his  patients,  while  the  matter  in  them 
was  yet  crude,  and  before  the  eruptive  fymptoms 
•came  on.  And  it  feems,  as  if  he  looked  on  this  as 
a  neceifary  caution,  in  order  to  render  the  dif- 
temper  fo  inoculated,  light,  on  the  patient.  Be 
this  as  it  will,  farther  experience  has  abundantly 
demon ftrated,  that  this  caution  is  altogether  ufe- 
lefs.  It  is  not  of  the  leaft  confequence  in  the  pre- 
fent  method  of  inoculation,  whether  the  patient 
be  infected  by  the  application  of  crude  variolous 
lymph,  or  yellow  conco^led  variolous  matter. 
Nor  does  it  fignify  in  the  leaft,  whether  this  va¬ 
riolous  matter  be  of  the  inoculated  or  natural 
kind.  The  fame  appearances  conftantly  follow, 
and  the  patient,  if  he  is  judicioufly  treated,  and  is 
regular  himfelf,  ever  contrails  a  kindly  diftin(5f 
kind  of  the  diftemper.  Here  too  the  Dodfor's 
prejudice  has  led  him  wide  of  his  mark. 

The  Do(ftor  foon  after  obferves,  the  inoculate 
td.  the  pock  being  nothing  hut  clear  lymph,  is  foon  re-ah- 

forpt  by  the  cutaneous  glands,  and  dif appears  in  a  few 
*  Vid.  Dr.  Langton’s  Addrefs,  P.  lo. 
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honrz.  And  he  adds,  from  this  very  fymptom  it  can 
be  demonjirated,  that  the  matter  at  prefent  inoculated  is 
by  no^means  variolous,  I  have  Hiewn  above,  that  the 
pocks  maturate  in  the  inoculated  in  the  new  way, 
as  they  do  in  patients  under  the  natural  fmall  pox. 
Therefore,  as  to  what  he  here  fays  of  their  being 
reahforledhy  the  cutaneous  glands,  and  difappearing  in 
a  few  hours,  it  is  altogether  without  foundation, 
and  contrary  to  the  moft  notorious  fadis.  And  I 
will  defy  him  to  fhew  th'e  diftemper  fo  inoculated 
to  be  different  from  the  natural  fmall  pox,  either 
in  the  maturation,  exficcation,  or  even  the  defqua- 
mation  of  the  pocks,  or  indeed  in  any  other  cir- 
cumfiance,  the  lightnefs  only  excepted.  But  to 
fay  the  truth,  he  feems  to  know  liwle  of  the  mat¬ 
ter. 

The  next  paffage  I  Iball  take  notice  of  in  the 
Do6ior’s  pamphlet  is  that,  wherein  he  would  infi- 
nuate,  that  becaufe  ^  the  cxpoftng  the  inoculated  to  ve¬ 
ry  cold  air  in  a  rigorous  feafon,  is  not  found  injurious, 
therefore  the  diflemper  they  labour  under  is  not  the 
genuine  fmall  pox  :  for  he  adds^  fuch  a  frahJice 
would  he  mortal  in  the  real  fnall  pox,  I  would  here 
aflv  the  Dodior,  whether  he  thinks,  the  hundred  and 
twelve  patients,  which,  Profeffor  Monro  fays,  were 
inoculated  in  the  middle  of  the  winter,  in  fame  of  the 
moji  northern  ifles  of  Britain,  where  there  was  fear c^e 

*  Vid.  Dr.  Langton’s  Addrefs,  Csfc.  P.  12.  f  Vid.  Baker’s 
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few  el  enough  to  prepare  visuals,  many  of  whom  went 
abroad  barefooted  in  fnow  and  ice,  and  who  not  with-’ 
fianding  all  lived,  had  the  genuine  fmall  pox.  For 
luy  own  part  I  do  not  doubt  it^at  all,  having  Teen 
many  patients  under  inoculation  in  the  new  way 
going  abroad  with  variolous  puftules  on  them  in 
fuch  weather,  without  receiving  the  leaft  injury 
from  it.  And  I  can  adare  the  Dodor,  that  the 
cold  weather  Is  not  in  any  wife  fo  injurious  as  he 
feems  to  imagine,  to  patients  under  the  natural 
fmall  pox,  even  where  they  have  a  very  confider- 
ablc  eruption.  I  have  known  feveral  fuch  patients 
go  out  very  frequently  In  the  fpace  of  a  day  into 
the  air,  when  the  weather  has  been  both  cold  and 
wet,  without  receiving  the  lead  Injury  from  fo  do¬ 
ing.  So  that  this  argument  of  his  is  of  as  little  lig- 
nification  In  proving  the  diftemper  to  be  other 
than  variolous,  as  the  red. 

The  Do(dor  feon  after  obferves,  as’  follows,  *  I 
do  believe  that  at  firjl  the  real  pock  was  communicated, 
but  after  prevented  from  taking  proper  effect  by  the 
interpofition  of  dofes  of  mercury  and  antimony.  Then 
I  fuppofe  Mr.  Sutton  at  fird  inoculated  his  patients 
with  the  true  fmall  pox  ;  but  It  has  at  length,  it 
feems,  by  the  interpofition  of  his  alterative  medicines, 
degenerated  into  the  variolac  nothae,  a  true  badard 
kind  of  fmall  pox.  I  never  heard  any  thing  of 
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this  fame  baftard  kind,  but  It  at  length,  to  the  for- 
row  of  fome  one  or  more,  proved  the  true  kind* 
The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  the  fmall  pox  Mr.  Sut¬ 
ton,  and  other  inoculators  in  this  new  way,  com¬ 
municate  at  this  very  day,  is  as  much  the  fmali 
pox,  as  ever  it  was,  as  feveral  have  lately  experi¬ 
enced  to  their  forrow,  who  have  been  unlucky  e- 
nough  to  be  infe<^ed  by  their  patients.  Mr.  Brom- 
field,  I  think,  has  related  an  inftance  *  cf  ^be  inocU’- 
lation  of  twenty  children  at  one  and  the  fame  time  from 
e  perfon,  who  was  the  fourteenth  in  defeent  from  the 
natural  fmall  pox,  which  children  fo  inoculated  all  took 
the  dijlemper,  and  Jome  of  them  indeed  pretty  feverely^ 
and  a  very  ingenious  furgeon  of  my  acquaintance, 
Mr.  Reid  of  Chelfea  Hofpital,  who,  I  firmly  be¬ 
lieve  is  as  well  qualified,  as  any  man  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  to  carry  patients  fafely  through  inoculation 
in  this  new  way  5  alTures  me  that  he  has  tranilated  , 
the  variolous  matter,  by  inoculation  from  one  j 
perfon  to  another,  even  to  the  thirtieth  repetition,  | 
and  yet  the  laft  has  had  the  fmall-pox,  juft  as  ma- 
nifcfily  as  the  firfi  had.  I  would  fain  alk  Do6for 
Langton,  how  it  happened  in  thefe  cafes,  that  the 
fmall  pox,  after  having  pafied  through  fo  many 
fuccefiive  tranflations  from  one  to  another,  did 
not  at  length  degenerate  into  a  baftard  kind.  , 
I  fuppofc  he  would  fay,  becaufe  the  feveral  pa-  \ 
tients  did  not  take  mercury  and  antimony.  Some  | 

*  Vid,  Bromfield’s  Thoughts,  &e.  p.  10,  ii. 

of  { 


4 


r 


[  27  ] 

of  them  very  probably  did.  But  to  fay  the  truth, 
it  matters  not  to  the  point  in  quedion,  whether 
they  did,  or  not.  Let  patients  take  what  they 
will,  the  contagion  of  the  fmall  pox  commu¬ 
nicated  to  their  blood  will  ever  excite  the  fmall 
pox  in  them,  and  it  will  continue  to  do  the  fame, 
,even  if  it  be  tranflated  from  one  to  another  ad  in- 
iinitum.  And  I  cannot  fay,  but  I  am  much  in¬ 
clined  to  think,  there  is  not  a  phyfician  in  the 
kingdom,  befides  Do^ior  Langton,  who  does  not 
firmly  believe,  that  the  difiemper  communicated 
in  the  prefent  method  of  inoculation  is  no  other 
than  the  true  genuine  fmall  pox.  Nor  can  I  for¬ 
bear  thinking  his  behaviour  on  this  occafion  equal¬ 
ly  as  perverfe,  as  was  that  of  thofe  phyficians  of 
old,  who,  as  Galen  informs  us,  ^  becaufe  they  were 
unable  to  affign  the  caufes  of  things^  which  were  felf- 
evident,  denied  the  very  exijlence  of  fuch  things  alto^ 
geiher. 

I  have  now,  I  think,  gone  through  with  every 
argument  and  objc(5Lon  of  theDoc^or’s  againfi  the 
new  method  of  inoculation,  that  Is  worthy  of  the 
leaft  notice.  As  to  the  affair  of  the  inoculation  in 
France,  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  any  thing  of  it. 
It  is  foreign  to  my  purpofe  to  inquire  into  the 
merits  of  that,  as  I  am  defending  the  caufe  of  the 

•  Vid.  Gal.  de  loc.  affe^.  1. 5.  c.  2. 
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Inoculation  pra(51:Ifed  in  England  only.  And  I  hope 
I  have  fully  convinced  the  Do(5\or  by  this  time, 
that  however  the  cafe  may  have  been  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  the  diftemper,  which  has  been  of  late  inocu¬ 
lated  with  furprizing  fuccefs  in  this,  is  the  true 
fmall-pox.  Left  I  may  not  have  fucceeded,  I 
muft  beg  leave  to  mention  a  fa(ft  or  two,  which,  I 
will  venture  to  fay,  carry,  each  of  them,  infinitely 
"more  weight  with  them  in  proof  of  it,  than  all 
the  arguments  and  objections  he  has  urged,  carry 
in  difproof  of  it,  taken  together. 

The  firft  I  fhall  mention  is  this.  Out  of  a  great 
many  hundred  perfons  of  my  acquaintance,  who 
have  been  inoculated  lately  in  this  new  way,  many 
of  whom  have  vifited  patients  ill  in  the  moft  in¬ 
fectious  ftages  of  the  natural  fmall-pox,  and  fe- 
yeral  of  whom  have  aftifted  in  carrying  patients, 
who  have  died  of  the  diftemper  in  the  natural 
way,  to  the  ground,  I  do  not  know  one  who  has 
taken  it :  a  thing,  which  muft  inevitably  have 
happened  before  now,  amongft  fuch  a  number, 
had  the  diforder  communicated  to  them  by  inocu¬ 
lation  been  other,  than  the  true  fmall-pox.  J  will 
not  prefume  to  fay,  but  fuch  an  accident  may 
happen  one  time  or  another.  .  It  has  happened  in 
the  old  way  of  inoculation.  •  And  it  is  ftill  more 
likely  to  happen  to  patients  in  the  new,  if  they 
are  inoculated  by  ignorant  practitioners.  All  I 
contend  for  at  prefent  is,  and  this  I  affirm  to  be 
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true,  that  the  diftemper  communicated  in  the 
new  way  of  inoculation  is  the  genuine  fmall 
and  will  fecure  the  perfon  once  infected  with  it 
ever  after  from  taking  this  diftemper.  I'he  other 
fa<ft  I  meant  to  mention  on  the  occafion  is  the  fol¬ 
lowing.  It  Is  a  circumftance  well  known  to  a 
multitude  of  perfons  in  this  kingdom,  that  patients 
inoculated  in  the  new  way  have  feveral  times  ac¬ 
cidentally  communicated  the  contagion  of  the  true 
fmall-pox  to  others,  many  of  wliom  have  had  the 
diftemper  very  feverely.  The  dcdiaflion  from 
this  is.  obvious.  Such  inoculated  patients  miiji 
have  been  under  the  true  fmall-pox  themfelves,  or 
others  could  not  poffibly  have  caught  it  from  them. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  offer  to  make  any  remarks 
on  Doctor  Langton’s  diction  and  inaccurate  man¬ 
ner  of  writing,  as  this  might  be  efteemed  a  talk 
rather  invidious,  and  foreign  to  my  profefted  pur- 
pofe  of  vlndicoting  the  new  method  of  inoculation. 
I  cannot,  however,  forbear  obferving  on  the  oc- 
cafton,  that  the  Doctor  is,  I  muft  needs  fay,  highly 
blameable  for  having  written  with  fo  much  preju¬ 
dice  and  rancour  againft  a  practice  of  the  merits 
of  which  he  is  manifeftly  no  competent  judge,  and 
which,  for  aught  he  knows,  or  is  able  to  prove  to 
the  contrary,  is  well  calculated  to  be  as  ufcful  to 
mankind,  as  any  difeovery  ever  yet  made  by  the 
ingenuity  of  man.  Nor  can  I  take  leave  of  his 
performance  without  declaring  it  to  be  my  ftneere 
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opinion,  that  notwithflanding  all  the  argumenfi^ 
and  objections  the  author  has  urged  againft  it, 
inoculation  in  the  new  way  ftill  merits  the  atten¬ 
tion  and  regard  of  the  public  equally  as  much  as 
it  did,  before  he  publlfhed  on  the  fubjec-t  at  all. 

I  come  now  to  confider  the  arguments  and  ob¬ 
jections  urged  againft  the  new  method  of  inocula¬ 
tion  by  Mr.  Bromfield.  And  here,  before  I  go 
any  further,  I  cannot  but  in  juftice  to  this 
gentleman  obferve,  that  I  believe  he  has  pub-* 
lifhed  his  thoughts  on  this  fubject  with  no 
other  intentions  than  thofe  of  doing  good  to  mankind. 
Doctor  Langton  has  evidently  written  on  the  fub- 
ject  in  a  pofitive  magifterlal  llrain.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  Mr.  Bromfield  offers  his  thoughts  on  it  in 
general  in  rather  a  modefl  diffident  manner,  and 
has  expreffed  his  difapprobation  of  the  practice, 
rather  under  the  form  of  doubts  and  fears,  that  it 
is  not  a  good  one,  than  in  an  haughty  dogmatical 
firain.  It  is  natural  I  believe,  for  every  man  to  be 
more  or  lefs  prejudiced  In  favour  of  his  own 
method  of  proceeding  in  mofl  cafes,  when  fet  in 
competition  with  that  of  another.  Mr.  Bromfield 
will  pardon  me  I  hope,  when  I  obferve,  that  he 
is,  I  fear,  rather  too  much  prejudiced  in  behalf  of 
his  own  method  in  the  practice  in  queftion.  Per- 
liaps,  I  myfelf,  am  not  without  prejudice  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  new  method  of  Inoculation.  Of  thefe 
matters,  we  muft  leave  indifferent  judges  to  de¬ 
ter- 


f  3*  ] 

termlne.  Be  this  as  it  will,  as  Mr.  Bromhcld  has 
declared  himfelf  •  open  to  convi^ion^  and  feems 
very  defirous  of  finding  out  the  f  mojl  fafe  method 
of  inoculating,  if  I  can  be  of  any  fervice  to  him  in 
his  inquiry,  I  fhall  ..very  readily  contribute  all^ 
that  is  in  niy  power  to  affift  him  on  the  occafion. 

The  firft  j  objection  of  Mr.  Bromficld's, 
which  I  Ihall  take  notice  of,  is  that  which  he 
makes  to  the  method  of  operating  in  the  new  way, 
I  have,  I  hope,  already  abundantly  Ihewii,  that  this 
method  is  much  fuperior  to  the  old  one  in  point 
of  certainty  of  infe(5fing  the  patients  ;  a  thing 
by  the  bye,  which  is  of  no  fmall  importance 
in  inoculation.  I  fhall  now  endeavour  to  flicw, 
that  it  is  preferable  to  the  old  one  in  fome  other 
refpects  befides.  In  the  firft  place,  fuppofing 
the  puncture  to  be  made  as  it  ought,  with  the 
lancet  held  in  a  very  oblique  pofition,  there  is 
not  fo  great  danger  of  too  great  an  inflam¬ 
mation  fupervening  on  the  adjacent  parts,  in  this 
way,  as  in  the  other.  I  declare  in  fix  or  feveu 
hundred  cafes  of  patients  inoculated  in  the  new 
way,  I  have  not  leen  one,  in  which  the  inflamma¬ 
tion  on  the  arm  was  conflderablc  enough,  to  excite 
fuch  a  degree  of  pain,  as  was  fcarce  worthy  of 
notice.  Indeed  In  inofl:  cafes,  the  inflammation 
and  tumefadion  of  the  fkin  round  tlie  punctures 

*  Vid.  Bromfield^s  thoughts,  &c.  P.  4.  f  Vid.  ibid.  P.  44. 
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extend  only  to  the  diftance  of  about  an  inch  at 
the  time  of  the  eruptions  appearing,  and  in  a  day 
or  two  after  they  generally  begin  to  abate.  Now 
and  then  it  muft  be  confefTed  they  extend  fome- 
what  farther.  But  I  have  always  found,  whenever 
they  became  in  the  lead:  troublefomc,  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  fweet  oil,  ceratum  album  or  fome  fuch  cool¬ 
ing  medicament,  has  never  failed  of  giving  relied 
In  the  next  place,  I  am  ftrongly  of  opinion,  that 
one  may  determine  fooner  and  better,  whether 
the  operation  has  taken  place,  when  It  Is  done  by 
puncture,  than  when  by  incifion  ;  a  circumdance, 
that  is  not  without  its  ufes.  Ladly,  I  am  much 
inclined  to  think.  It  is  the  better  and  fafer  way, 
to  apply  nothing  at  all,  as  is  the  cudom  followed 
in  the  new  way,  to  the  part,  into  which  the  va« 
riolous  matter  is  infufed,  and  to  let  the  infediion 
take  its  natural  courfe  on  it,  unlcfs  in  cafes, 
where  the  circumjacent  fkin  Is  too  much  indam- 
ed.  Pudules  are  apt  enough  to  break  out  pretty 
thick,  at  the  time  of  the  patients  dekening, 
about  this  part  even  in  the  new  way  of  Inoculating ; 
and  when  they  do,  they  hardly  ever  fail,  if  nu¬ 
merous,  of  indaming  the  adjacent  fkin,  and  of  ex¬ 
citing  rather  more  pain,  than  the  patient  could 
wifh  for.  Mr.  Bromdeld  will,  I  hope,  excufe  me 
in  dilfentlng  from  him  in  opinion,  with  refpect  to 
*  the  application  of  hot  pultices  to  the  part-  infected. 

*  Vid.  BromHeld’s  thoughts,  &c.  P.  ^4. 
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t  own^  I  cannot  fee  any  ufe  they  can  po/Tibiy  ht 
of.  They  may  indeed  by  their  heat  excite  a 
much  greater  number  of  puftules,  and  confe- 
quently  a  much  greater  degree  of  inflammation 
round  about  the  incifion,  than  there  would  other- 
wife  be;  circumftanccs,  that  will  be  troublefomc, 
not  to  fay  dangerous  to  the  patient.  But  the 
queftion  is,  whether  the  patient  will  have  the  few¬ 
er  puftules  in  confequence  of  thefe  their  effects  on 
other  parts  of  his  body.  For  my  own  part,  I  be¬ 
lieve  not  a  pujiule  the  fewer  ;  in  a  word,  I  ant 
of  opinion,  that  the  application  of  to 

the  parts  infe(5fed  in  inoculation  of  the  fmall-pox 
is,  in  fome  meafure,  akin  to  the  ufe  of  other  heat¬ 
ing  remedies  in  the  diflemper,  and  ought  to  be 
difearded  along  with  them,  as  a  fufpicious  remedy 
at  lead.  To  fay  the  truth,  I  am  flrongly  of 
opinion  at  prefent,  that  the  new  method  of  inocu¬ 
lation  cannot  in  this  refpe^l:  be  poffibly  mended. 
If  I  am  wrong,  I  am  forry  for  it.  One  thing  1 
am  certain  of,  and  this  is,  that  the  part  infeefed 
inflames  much  lefsj  and  heals  much  fooner  in  gene¬ 
ral,  when  the  operation  is  performed  by  pun<5fure, 
than  when  it  is  done  by  incifion. 

Mr.  Bromfeild  feems  to  make  no  doubt,  but 
there  is.*  an  ad%mntage  2ix\^m^from  the  dif charge  of 
the  incifions.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  deny,  that  the 

*  Yid.  Bromfcild's  thought5,  &c.  P.  15. 
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difcharge  from  tliefe  ever  draws  off  any  of  the  va¬ 
riolous  venom  out  of  the  blood  of  the  patient. 
This,  however,  I  cannot  forbear  thinking,  that 
the  advantage^  that  can  arlfe  from  this  to  the  pa¬ 
tient,  is  very  trifling  indeed,  and  in  no  wifecom- 
penfatcs  for  the  other  inconveniencles,  and  even 
dangers  that  may  arife  from  performing  the  ope¬ 
ration  by  incifion,  and  keeping  hot  pultices  con* 
ftantly  applied  round  that,  and  the  neighbouring 
parts.  Sure  I  am,  I  have  fevcral  times  feen  pa¬ 
tients  Inoculated  in  the  old  way  by  incifions, 
which  have  dlfcharged  a  great  deal,  and  yet  the 
patients  have  been  covered  wUh  the  fmall-pox 
from  head  to  foot,  and  hare  for  many  days  been 
in  the  utmoft  jeopardy.  The  truth  of  the  matter 
is,  it  is  not  of  any  confequence  at  all  to  the  patients 
having  the  dideinper  lightly  or  leverely,  whether  ■ 
he  be  inoculated  by  incifion  or  by  pun6iurc. 
Thefc  events  depend  altogether  on  quite  different  ! 
circumftances.  However,  on  the  whole,  I  can-  ; 
not  but  give  the  preference  to  the  new  method  of  | 
operating,  and  as  to  the  continual  application  of  hat  1 
pultices,  I  think  the  remedy  can  do  no  good,  and  ji 
may  pofiibly  do  much  harm.  -  j 

The  next  obje(5l:Ion  of  Mr.  Bromfeild’s,  which  I  ; 
fhall  take  notice  of,  is  that,  wherein  he  fays,  •  ! 
to  rifque  the  patients  receiving  the  infection  hyp  the  \ 

•  Vid.  Bromfield’s  thought*,  &c.  P.  13.  ' 
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mouth  and  mjirih.  in  my  cpinion,  mujl  he  wrong,  or 
otherwife  inoculation  is  ahfurd.  Here  I  can  neither 
agree  to  the  premifes,  nor  to  the  dedu(5lIon.  I'hat 
there  is  no  manner  of  danger  accruing  to  the  pa¬ 
tient,  from  his  being  in  the  fame  room  with,  and 
clofe  by,  the  variolous  patient,  from  whom  he  is 
inoculated,  the  great  and  furprizing  fuccefs  of 
Mr.  Sutton's  mode  df  operating  evinces  to  a 
demonftratlon.  And  as  Mr.  Bromfeild  himfelf 
allows  *fd^5  are  very  ftuhhorn  things  ;  it  is,  there¬ 
fore,  needlefs  for  me  to  make  ufe  of  any  argumen¬ 
tation  here.  But  fuppofing  it  makes  no  difference 
to  the  patient,  as  to  his  having  the  fmall-pox 
lightly,  or  feverely,  whether  he  be  inoculated,  or 
takes  the  didemper  by  the  mouth  and  nofir ils,  as  I 
verily  believe  is  the  cafe;  does  it  therefore  follow, 
that  inoculation  Is  abfurd  ?  Mod  certainly  it  does 
not.  Where  a  patient  has  gone  through  his  pre¬ 
paration,  and  is  determined  to  run  the  rifque  of 
inoculation,  in  order  to  fecure  himfelf  ever  after 
from  the  natural  didemper,  he  would  mod  cer¬ 
tainly  chufe  to  receive  the  infe6fIon  in  that  way, 
which  is  the  mod  fure  to  communicate  the  fmall- 
pox,  and  which  alfo  bed  fhews  the  progrefs  of  the 
'  infe(dion.  And  it  is  certain,  that  inoculation, 
cfpecially  in  the  new  way,  is  in  thefe  refpe(ds  far 
lefs  liable  to  deceive  his  expc<5fations,  than  going 
into  an  infe<5fed  room.  Inoculation,  therefore^ 


*  Vid,  Bromfeild’s  Thoughts,  See.  p.  5 1, 

•  D  2 


[  36  1 

is  not  ahfurd,  but  Is  a  ver)  rational  practice,  even 
if  this  fuppofitlon  be  true. 

Mr.  Bromfcild  fays,  ^  an  inflamed  Jlate  of  the 
blood  is  certainly  a  great  objection  to  the  operation  being 
done,  as  experince  has  long  fine  e  determined.  I  fcarce- 
ly  know  what  Mr.  Bromfeild  means  by  an  inflamed 
fate  of  the  blood.  It  feems  to  me  a  vague  indetermi¬ 
nate  kind  of  an  exprefiion.  If  he  means  a  fizy  Bate 
of  It,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  dlfTent  from  him.  I  re¬ 
member  feme  years  ago  a  very  judicious  and  experi¬ 
enced  practitioner  bled  a  patient  under  preparation 
for  inoculation,  and  finding  his  blood  very  fizy, 
obferved  on  the<  occafion,  that  he  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  the  diftemper  very  feverely.  The 
event  however  fliewed  he  was  mIBaken  in  his 
prognoBick,  The  patient  had  the  dIBemper  very 
lightly,  indeed  much  more  favourably,  than  any 
one  of  a  large  company  who  were  inoculated  with 
him.  To /ay  the  truth,  in  the  prefent  way  of 
inoculation,  the  Bate  of  the  blood  Is  of  little  con- 
fcquence,  fo  very  powerful  is  the  method  purfued 
in  It,  in  fubduing  the  diforder.  If  the  vifeera  are 
but  found,  and  the  health  of  the  patient  fufficient- 
ly  good,  to  enable  him  to  go  through  the  difei- 
pline  required,  without  its  being  impaired  by  it, 
it  is  fafheient.  It  is  fcarce  poBible  for  him  under 

A  id.  Bromfeild's  Thoughts,  &c.  P.  6, 
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this  method,  unlefs  it  be  his  own  fault,  to  fuffer 
much  from  the  diftemper  itfelf. 

I  fhall  next  take  notice  of  Mr.  Bromfelld’s  ob- 
je(5bons  to  the  ufe  of  ^  mercury  in  the  preparation 
for  inoculation.  And  here  I  cannot  fay,  but  I  muff 
fo  far  agree  with  him,  as  to  think  mifchief  may 
poflibly  arife  to  the  patient  from  too  free,  or  inju¬ 
dicious  an  ufe  of  this  medicine.  How  far  mer¬ 
cury  countera6ls  the  variolous  principles  in  the 
blood  by  any  fpecifick  virtue,  mud  be  left' to  far¬ 
ther  experience  to  determine.  For  my  own  part, 
I  mud  confefs,  I  have  not  been  concerned  in  the 
inoculation  of  a  dngle  patient,  who  has  not  taken 
more  or  lefs  of  this  medicine  during  the  procefs. 
And  yet  they  have  all  done  extremely  well.  1  am, 
neverthelefs,  fufficiently  aware,  that  it  ought  ever 
to  be  ufed  caution^  having  been  confulted  for 
fome  patients  ill  after  inoculation,  whofe  difor- 
'ders,  I  liave  the  utmod  reafon  to  fuppofe,  arofe 
altogether  from  the  injudicious  admin idration  of 
this  medicament.  Nor  are  Mr.  Bromfeild  s  fears 
of  a  didblutlon  of  the  blood  enfuing  from  too  libe¬ 
ral  an  ufe  of  it  without  fome  grounds.  So  far  as 
I  have  hitherto  been  able  to  deterynme,  this  medi¬ 
cine  may  be  ufed  very  freely,  and  to  advantage, 
in  drong  robud  conditutlons,  and  grofs  corpulent 
habits.  In  more  delicate  and  thin  patients  greater 

*  Vid.  Bromfeild’s  Thoughts,  P.  7. 
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caution  and  judgment  muft  be  ufed  ui  admlnifterlng 
it.  Other  wife,  mifehief  may  be  done.  There 
are,  moreover,  as  Dodor  Baker  very  judicioully 
obferves,  *  certain  conftitutional  antipathies  with  re- 
fpeB  to  this  medicine.  Whenever,  therefore,  a  prac* 
tltloner  obferves,  that  it  difagrees,  either  by 
throwing  out  a  miliary  eruption,  by  affc(5iing  the 
fauces,  by  exciting  a  feverifhnefs,  or  the  like,  it  is 
by  far  the  moff  prudent  way  for  him  to  difeontinue 
the  ufe  of  it,  or  at  leaf!  to  intermit  its  ufe  for  a  few 
days,  and  to  truft  to  the  other  remedies,  which 
we  fliall  fee  by  and  bye  are  of  themfelves  very 
powerful.  I  am  not  ignorant,  that  many  inocu^’ 
lators  look  upon  mercury  as  pofTefTed  of  a  certain 
antivariolous  virtue,  And  they  fupport  this  opi¬ 
nion  by  a  notion,  that  thofe  patients,  who  have, 
been  accidentally  falivated  under  inoculation,  have 
ever  had  the  fmall  pox  in  the  mo  ft  favourable 
manner.  I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  deny^  that 
this  may  have  generally  been  the  cafe,  fince  I 
much  approve  of  the  ufe  of  mercury  in  inocula¬ 
tion  myfelf.  All  I  contend  for  is,  that  it  ought 
ever  to  be  adminiftered  with  prudence  and  caution: 
for  I  am  certain,  I  have  more  than  once,  twice,  or 
thrice  feen  very  ill  effeefts  arife  from  its  having 
been  given  too  liberally  to  patients  under  this  pro- 
cefs.  At  the  fame  time,  it  muft  be  confefted, 
that  it  is  no  proof  of  the  general  inutility  of  a  me- 

•  Vid.  Baker's  Inquiry,  P.  25. 
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diclnc  In  any  diforder,  becaufe  fuch  medicine 
injudicioujly  ufed  has  had  ill  effe<5^s  on  fome  certain 
people  under  fuch  difordcrs,  for,  as  the  poet  well 
obferves, 

*  Nilprodejl,  quod  non  ladere  idein. 

And  here  it  may  not,  perhaps,  be  an  Improper 
place,  as  it  may  ferve  to  throw  fome  light  on  the 
ufe  of  mercury  In  inoculation,  to  Inquire  into  the 
caufes,  which  render  the  fmall-pox  fo  extremely 
light  in  Mr.  Sutton’s  method. 

It  is  the’opinion  of  Mr.  Chandler  of  Canterbury, 
that  this  event  is  owing  f*  principally  to  the  patients 
being  inoculated  with  crude  variolous  lymph,  I  am 
in  a  manner  certain,  that  this  circumftance  is, 
entirely  out  of  the  queftion  here,  having  feen  a 
great  number  of  perfons  inoculated  in  the  new 
way  with  well  concodfed  yellow  matter,  taken 
from  the  natural,  as  well  as  the  inoculated  fmall- 
pox,  all  of  whom  have  had  the  diftemper  full  as 
lightly  af  thofe,  who  have  been  Inoculated  with 
crude  variolous  lymph.  If  I  might  be  Indulged ' 
with  the  liberty  of  making  a  grofs  comparifon,  I 
would  here  compare  the  nature  of  the  variolous 
feeds,  or  principles,  in  the  blood  to  that  of  gun- 

•  Vid.  Ovid,  de  trift.  Lib.  2.  V.  266.  f  Vid.  Chandler’s 

Ellays,  &:c.  P.  4 1 . 
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powder,  and  the  a6^ion  of  the  variolous  venom  in- 
fufed  into  the  blood  on  thofe  feeds,  or  principles,  ' 
to  the  adion  of  fire  on  that  compofition.  It  is  no- 

t 

torious,  if  fire  be  applied  to  this  compofition; 
that  it  immediately  deflagrates  it,  whether  this  - 
fire  be  weak  or  flrong,  whether  it  be  in  a  fmall 
quantity  or  a  large  one.  It  makes  no  difl'erence  as 
to  the  deflagration  itfelf,  whether  the  fire  applied 
be  a  finglc  fpark  from  wood,  or  whether  it  be  a/ed- 
hot  piece  of  iron.  Juft  fo  I  take  it  to  be  in  inocula¬ 
tion,  with  refpe(5f  to  the  crude  variolous  lymph, 
or  conco6Ied  variolous  matter,  on  the  principles  of 
thefmall-pox  in  the  blood.  TheefFe(5fs  the  matter 
produces  in  deflagrating,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  the  vario¬ 
lous  principles,  are  juft  the  fame, whether  it  becrude 
or  concoefled  whether  it  be  weak  or  ftrong.  If  it  be 
but  ftrong  enough  to  deflagrate  them  at  all,  it  is 
fuffleient.  For  it  is  the  operation  of  the  regimen 
and  medicines  ufed  in  the  new  way  of  inoculation 
on  the  patients  body,  that  renders  the  fmall-pox  fo 
extremely  favourable,  and  not  the  quality  of  the  ’ 
infedfing  matter  as  to  crudity  or  ripenefs.  Water 
mixed  with  gun-powder,  to  continue  my  compa- 
rifon,  has  not  a  more  fenfible  effed,  in  preventing 
a  violent  deflagration  of  this  compofition  on 
the  application  of  fire  to  it,  than  the  Sutto- 
KiAN  regimen  and  medicines  have,  in  preventing 
a  violent  deflagration  of  the  variolous  principles, 
in  the  blood  of  an  inoculated  patient.  But  of 
this  queftion  enough  has  been  faid  already. 
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It  IS  the'  opinion  of  Do(5Ior  Clafs,  that  the  clr- 
cumftance  of  Mr.  Sutton’s  patients  having  the 
fmall-pox  fo  extremely  lightly,  is  owing  principal¬ 
ly  to  the  admi nitration  of  i'udonfick  ^  medicines 
during  the  eruptive  fever,  I  have  a  very  high 
opinion  of  the  abilities  of  Do6Ior  Giafs,  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  medicine  in  general,  but  I  mud  beg  leave 
to  dident  from  him  here.  The  medicines  ufcd 
by  Mr.  Sutton  during  the  eruptive  fymptoms  in 
inoculation  feem  to  be  no  'f  other,  than  Glutton’s 
febrifuge  fpirit  or  tin6Iure  added  to  water  in  a 
certain  proportion.  And  it  mud  be  confeded, 
that  this  medicine,  efpccially  if  it  be  given  warm, 
feems  well  calculated  to  excite  fweat.  This  com- 
podtion  I  have  ufed  with  the  utmod  fuccefs,  dur¬ 
ing  the  fickening  of  patients  under  inoculation. 
But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  many  times 
obferved,  that  thofe  patients,  who  have  not  taken 
a  fingle  drop  of  this  medicine,  but  have  drank  on¬ 
ly  weak  tea,  or  lemonade,  or  fome  other  cooling 
diluent  liquor,  have  been  equally  as  inclinable  to 
fweat,  as  the  others,  and  have  had  jud  as  fa¬ 
vourable  an  eruption  too,  as  they  have.  To 
fay  the  truth,  the  bufinefs  is  done,  before  ever 
the  fweat  comes  on,  by  the  operation  of  the  regi¬ 
men  and  medicines  ufed  in  this  method  of  inocu¬ 
lating  :  and  the  patient,  if  judicioudy  treated, 
will  necedarily  have  the  fmall-pox  light,  whether 

^  Dr.  Glaffi’s  Letter  to  Dr.  Baker,  f  N.  B.  I  except  Purgatives. 
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he  takes  Mr.  Sutton's  punch,  as  it  is  vulgarly  cal¬ 
led,  or  drinks  only  cooling  diluent  liquors.  As  to 
the  difpofition  to  fweat,  it  comes  on  naturally,  and 
of  itfelf  in  this  way,  as  well  as  in  the  old  way  of 
inoculation  in  moil  cafes  of  adults  on  the  decline 
of  the  eruptive  fymptoms.  And  as  there  is  the  ut- 
inoft  reafon  to  fuppofe  it  to  be  critical,  at  leaft 
with  refpe(5l  to  thefe  fymptoms,  no  doubt  is  to  be 
made,  but  it  ought  to  be  encouraged  with  mo¬ 
deration,  by  the  ufe  of  cooling  diluent  liquors, 
adminiftered  more  or  lefs  warm,  according  as  the 
wxather  is  more  or  lefs  cold* 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  learned  Do(5Ior  Baker, 
that  the  *  principal  advantage  of  the  new  method  of 
inoculation,  is  derived  from  the  free  ufe  of  cold  air 
during  the  whole  procefs.  It  muft  be  confefTed,  that 
this  particular  part  of  the  new  method  is  not  with¬ 
out  its  ufes :  nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  they  arc 
very  confiderable.  I  cannot,  however,  think  with 
the  Do(5Ior,  that  iht  principal  advantage  is  derived 
from  thence.  And  as  I  doubt  not,  but  he  is  open 
to  convidllon,  I  will  give  him  my  reafons  for  my 
opinion.  I  have  feen  feveral  patients,  who  have 
fcarce  ever  ftirred  out  of  doors  during  the  whole 
procefs  in  this  way  of  inoculation,  when  the  wea¬ 
ther  has  been  cold,  and  who  have,  neverthelefs, 

*  Vid.  Baker’s  Inquiry,  kc.  p.  28.  "I 
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had  the  fnialhpox  extreamly  favourable.  Others 
1  have  feen,  who  have  kept  their  ^eds  almoft  al¬ 
together  during  their  fickening^  in  fuch  weather, 
and  yet  have  not  had  fo  many  as  twenty  puftules. 
But  then  I  muft  confefs,  thefe  patients  have  not 
been  heated,  either  by  a  load  of  bed-cloaths,  or 
by  having  their  curtains  drawn  clofe.  And  I  never 
faw  fcarce  a  fingle  patient,'  let  him  have  taken  all 
the  benefit  he  pofiibly  could  from  the  ufe  of  cold 
air,  who  eat  any  confiderablc  quantity  of  animal 
food,  at  any  time  during  the  procefs,  but  he  had 
a  much  larger  fhare  of  variolous  puftules,  than 
thofe,  who  refrained  from  fuch  food,  and  were 
rhanaged  in  all  other  refpeds,  as  fuch  patient 
had  been.  To  fay  the  truth,  animal  food  of  every 
kind  feems  to  convey  into  the  blood  a  deal  of 
fewel,  or  pabulum,  which  is  eafily  aftimilated  by 
the  contagious  humoiir  of  the  fmall-pox.  And  it 
is  hardly  to  be  doubted,  but  one  grand  advantage 
derived  from  the  new  method  of  inoculating,  a- 
:  rifes  from  the  patient’s  being  denied  the  ufe  of 
I  fuch  aliment.  In  the  old  way,  it  was  the  cuftom 
I  of  many  pra<ftitioners  to  allow  their  patients  to  cat, 
as  often  almoft  as  they  pleafed,  of  butter,  cream, 
mild  cheefe,  weak  broth,  and  the  like,  with  now 
and  then  a  dinner  of  white  flelh-mcat.  And  fome 
have  indulged  them  ftill  farther,  and  allowed  them 
to  eat  fuch  dinners  every  day,  and  to  drink  a 
glafs  or  two  of  wine  befides.  In  the  new  way, 
the  cuftom  is  to  debar  the  patient,  during  the 

whole 
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whole  procefs,  from  eating  flelTi,  butter,  cream, 
cheefe,  eggs,  or  any  kind  of  animal  food,  fkim- 
med  milk  only  excepted.  Here  then,  we  fee,  is 
a  mofl  flriking  difference  between  the  two  me¬ 
thods  *  no  lefs  flriking,  than  the  general  feverity 
of  the  diftemper  in  the  old  way,  and  its  general, 
or  rather  univerfal,  lenity  in  the  new.  Now,  that 
one  grand  caufe,  why  patients  inoculated  in  the 
old  way  were  apt  to  have  the  fmall-pox  much 
more  feverely,  than  thofe  inoculated  in  the  new, 
was  owing  to  their  being  indulged  with  the  liberty 
of  eating  very  confiderable  quantities  of  animal 
food,  is  farther  evident  from  hence.  If  a  patient 
be  never  fo  rigidly  prepared,  and  managed,  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  procefs  in  the  new  way,  fo  that  he 
paffes  through  the  fickening  without  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  fingle  puftule,  yet  if  he  eats  any  confi¬ 
derable  quantity  of  animal  food  at  this  time  of  the 
diforder,  it  will  fcarce  ever  fail  to  throw  out  a  con¬ 
fiderable  number  of  pufiules.  This  experiment  I 
have  knbwn  tried  feveral  times,  where  patients 
have  been  very  defirous  of  having  a  few  puftules; 
and  I  do  not  remember,  that  it  ever  failed  of  pro¬ 
ducing  the  defired  cfTe^t :  a  ftrong  proof  this, 
that  animal  food  conveys  into  the  blood,  as  it  were 
immediately,  a  deal  of  pabulum,  which  is  eafily 
aflimilated  by  the  variolous  venom.  I  might  here 
infill:  on  patients  being  denied  the  ufc  of  fpirituous 
and  fermented  liquors,  together  with  that  of  fpi- 
ces,  in  the  new  way  of  inoculation,  as  an  ad¬ 
ditional 
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dltlonal  caufe,  why  fuch  patients  have  the  fniall- 
pox  fo  extremely  lightly.  But,  though  I  make  no 
doubt,  that  a  total  abftinence  from  thefe,  and  from 
every  thing  elfe,  which  is  apt  to  heat  the  blood, 
contributes  very  confiderably  to  render  the  diftem- 
per  light,  yet  I  cannot  forbear  thinking,  that  one 
grand  caufe  of  this  event  is  the  patients  total  abfli- 
nence  from  every  kind  of  animal  food.  And,  if  I 
am  right  in  my  opinion,  we  may  here  fee  the 
principal  caufe,  why  the  natural  fmall-pox  is  very 
often  apt  to  prove  pretty  feverc  even  on  perfons, 
who  are  abflemious  enough  in  all  other  rcfpedls, 
fave  that  of  eating  freely  of  fuch  food.  But  this 
circumflance  of  the  abftinence  from  animal  food 
enjoined  patients  in  the  new  way  of  inoculating^! 
do  not  look  upon  to  be  the  only  grand  caufe,  that 
renders  their  di {temper  fo  very  light.  Another 
caufe  of  equal  efficacy  towards  producing  this 
event  1  take  to  be  the  very  frequent  and  briik 
purging,  which  they  undergo  during  the  whole 
procefs. 

In  the  old  way  of  inoculation,  it  was  the  cuftom 
to  purge  the  patient  much  more  mildly,  before 
the  operation,  than  he  is  wont  to  be  purged  in  the 
new.  And  in  that  way,  after  the  operation  was 
once  performed,  the  pradlitioner  refrained,  as  it 
were  religioufly,  from  all  purgatives,  left  he  might 
I  thereby  raife  a  commotion  in  the  blood  to  the 
I  detriment  of  the  patient.  Here  I  think  the  new 
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method  has  an  inexprefTible  advantage  over  the’ 
oldi  Pracftitioners  in  the  prefent  way  purge  their 
patients  not  only  more  brifkly  before  inoculatioiij 
than  the  practitioners  in  the  old  ufed  to  do,  but 
they  likewife  keep  on  purging  them  at  due  inter¬ 
vals  afterwards,  even  till  after  the  eruptive  fymp- 
toms  lupervene.  Now,  if  there  be  any  one  difor- 
der  in  the  whole  catalogue  of  ills  incident  to  us' 
frail  mortals,  which  is  in  its  own  proper  nature  in¬ 
flammatory,  certainly  the  fmall  pox  is  fuch.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  we  find  by  experience,  that  all  thofc 
caufes,  which  are  apt  to  aggravate  other  diforders 
of  an  inflammatory  nature,  are  apt  alfo  to  aggra¬ 
vate  this,  whether  they  are  brought  into  a(5fIon, 
before  the  patient  flckens,  while  the  variolous 
venom  is  filently  and  fccretly  operating  on  the 
mafs  of  humours,  or  after  the  eruptive  fymp- 
toms  are  begun.  The  diftemper  itfelf,  then,- 
being  inflammatory,  and  the  remedies  here 
fpoken  of  being  two  of  the  moft  aeflive  and 
powerful,  which  the  art  of  medicine  affords, 
in  fubduing  diforders  of  an  inflammatory  na¬ 
ture,  it  cannot,  furely,  be  a  matter  of  any 
confiderable  furprife  to  a  rational  and  judicious 
pra6iitioner,  that  the  fmall  pox  in  the  prefent  way 
of  inoculating  is  very  frequently  extremely  lighu 
And  he  will  certainly  fee  flill  lefs  reafon  for  fur-^ 
prize,  if  he  conflders,  that  thefe  remedies  arc 
ever  affifled  in  their  operation  by  others,  which, 
though  of  an  inferior  degree  of  efficacy,  are  not 

without 
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without  their  ufe^  and  tha-t  all  thefe  remedies  toge¬ 
ther  are  almoft  ever  brought  into  acfiion  on  the  pa¬ 
tient  for  feveral  days,  before  the  variolous  venom  is 
infufed  into  the  blood,  and  continue  in  a(5lion,  even 
till  after  the  fickening  begins,  and  the  greateft  part 
of  them,  till  after  the  eruption  is  finiflied.  We 
fee,  the  final  I -pox  foinetimes  proves  pretty  favour¬ 
able  even  in  the  natural  way.  It  muft  of  necellity 
then,  one  may  reafonably  think,  conlidering  the 
extreme  efficacy  of  the  remedies  applied  in  the 
new  way  of  inoculating,  very  often  prove  ex¬ 
tremely  light  on  patients  inoculated  in  this  way. 
That  brifk  and  frequent  purging,  as  well  as  a  rigid 
abftinence,  is  of  extremely  great  efficacy  in  fub- 
duing  the  violence  of  the  diftemper  in  the  new 
method  is,  I  think,  very  manifeft,  not  only  from 
hence,  that  great  numbers  of  perfons  of  all  ages, 
habits,  and  conftitutions,  have  been  inoculated 
with  the  utmoft  fuccefs,  even  without  any  prepa¬ 
ration  previous  to  the  operation,  but  alfo  from 
the  good  effects  of  it  in  the  natural  fmall-pox,  af¬ 
ter  the  eruption  is  begun,  an  iiffiance  of  which, 
Mr.  Bromfeild  himfelf  has  given  us  in  his  pam¬ 
phlet,  and  of  which  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  fpeak 
I  more  at  large  below.  A  very  judicious  and  expe- 
i  rienced  Surgeon  of  my  acquaintance,  finding,  af- 
j  ter  he  had  fuccefsfuily  inoculated  a  great  number, 
j  who  were  prcvioufly  prepared,  that  he  had  very 
I  great  power  over  the  dificmper,  began,  feveral 
I  months  ago,  to  inoculate  without  any  previous 
I  preparation 
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preparation  at  all.  This  gentleman  has  now  ino¬ 
culated  a  great  many  hundreds  in  this  way  with 
the  utmoft  fuccefs.  And,  what  is  very  remark¬ 
able,  he  alTures  me,  he  has  not  ufed,  for  many 
months,  a  fingle  grain  of  mercury.  He  only  con¬ 
iines  his  patients  to  the  ufual  diet  and  regimen, 
and  purges  them  brifkly  at  proper  intervals;  yet 
they  all  have  the  difiemper  favourable  enough. 
And  another  gentleman  of  the  profefTion  informs 
me,  that  he  likewife  has  inoculated  a  finall  com¬ 
pany  without  uhng  mercury,  and  that  they  have 
all  had  the  difiemper  very  lightly.  Thefe  relations 
may  ferve  to  Ihew,  that  a  vaft  deal,  with  refpect 
to  the  fuccefs  attending  the  new  method  of  inocu¬ 
lation,  depends  on  the  purging  ufed  in  it,  as  well 
as  on  the  diet :  and  alfo  that  the  mercury,  which 
is  generally  adminiftred,  is  not  (o.very  powerful  an 
agent  in  the  pfocefs,  as  has  been  by  many  imagin¬ 
ed.  On  the  whole,  1  mufl:  needs  fay,  I  am  firm¬ 
ly  of  opinion,  that  the  abfiinence  and  purging, 
which  are  confiantiy  purfued  in  this  method,  arc 
the  two  great  caufes  that  render  the  diftemper  fo 
extremely  light  :  and  that  thefe  do  more  towards 
effecting  this  dchreable  event,  than  all  the  other 
remedies  added  together.  This  is  my  prefent 
opinion.  I  fhail,  however,  be  very  ready  to 
relinquifh  it,  when  I  am  properly  convinced  I 
am  wrong. 
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But  here,  mcthinks,  Mr.  Bromfcild  Is  ready  to 
afk  me,  whether  thcfe  two  grand  remedies,  ab- 
Bincnce  and  purging,  have  not  been  carried 
fometimes  to  too  great  lengths  in  the  new  way  of 
inoculation. 

As  to  the  firft  of  them,  my  anfwer  is,  I  carl 
fcarce  induce  myfelf  to  think,  that  an  abftinenc® 
of  no  longer  duration,  than  what  is  required  in 
inoculation,  can  ever  Injure  the  health  of  per- 
fon.  Who  is  a  proper  fubject  for  inoculation  at 
all.  As  to  the  other  remedy,  indeed,  the  cafe  of 
that  is  very  different.  And  I  am  of  opinion,  not 
only  that  it  is  very  poffible  for  purging  in  this 
method  to  be  carried  fo  far,  as  to  injure  the  pa- 
tient^s  health,  but  alfo  that  I  have  been  confulted' 
in  fome  cafes,  where  it  has  actually  been  done. 
But  I  do  not  think  the  fame  of  the  abftinence  en- 
joined  patients  in  this  method.  This  is,  when  con¬ 
tinued  no  longer  than  Is  ufual  in  inoculation,  a 
niighty  harmlefs  innocent  kind  of  a  remedy : 
and  oiie,  whofe  eifedfs  are  eVer  very  eafily  fet  to 
rights  by  a  more  generous  diet.  I  will,  however, 
venture  to  pronounce  it  to  be  of  fo  very  efficacious 
as  well  as  innocent  a  nature,  that  where  one  per- 
fon  has,  through  its  effec?!,  fallen  a  facrifice  to  the 
fmall-pox,  either  natural  or  inoculated,  at  lead  a 
thoufand  have  died  of  that  diftemper  for  want  of 
its  aliidance.  It  is  in  no  wife  my  intention  in  this 
performance  to  inquire,  how  far  thcfe  remedies 
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ought  to  be  carried  in  perfons  of  different  ages, 
habits,  and  coriftitutlons,  under  inoculation.  I 
fhall  therefore  obferve  only  on  the  prefent  occafi- 
on,  that  they  are,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  very 
ncceffary  in  all,  in  order  to  Infure  fucccfs  to  the 
operation ;  and  that  I  can  inform  Mr.  Bromfeild 
of  a  thing,  which  he  feenis  fcarce  to  have  the  lead: 
fufpicion  of,  namely,  that,  unlefs  he  pays  more 
regard  to  them  in  his  future  pra6tice,  efpecially 
to  purging  after  the  operation  is  performed,  than 
he  feems  to  do  at  prefent :  thofe  inoculators  hy  the 
grofs,  of  whom  he  fpeaks  rather  too  contemptu- 
oufly,  will,  fome  of  them,  far  furpafs  him  in  fuc- 
cefs. 

* 

I  come  now  to  confider  a  notion  of  Mr.  Brom- 
fcild’s,  which  feems  to  have  taken  ftrong  hold  of 
him,  and  w^hich  indeed  has,  In  all  probability,, 
contributed  more  than  a  little  towards  leading  him 
into  that  prejudice,  which  he  has  conceived  againfl 
the  new  method  of  inoculating.  And  this  is  the 
following.  ^  From  the  univerfality ,  he  fays,  cf  the 
fmall-'popi,  it  feems  as'' if  nature  had  fome  falutary  end 
for  the  conjiitution,  to  he  anfwered  hy  this  'powerful 
depuration,  that  the  hlood  undergoes  at  fiich  time, 
which  often  proves  the  means  of  carrying  off  fome  other 
diforders,  and  afterwards  gives  a  better  Jiate  of  health 
to  the  perfon  who  has  gone  through  it,  I  cannot  fay,’ 

*  Vid.Bromfeild’s  Thoughts,  kc.  p.  i6. 
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I  Ccin  fee  any  reafon  there  Is  to  fuppofe,  from 
the  nature  of  the  fmall-pox,  or  indeed  from 
its  confequences,  that  it  was  defigned  by  nature  as 
a  means  of  difeharging  any  impurities  from  the 
mafs  of  blood,  and  mending  the  health  of  the 
patient,  who  catches  the  didemper.  It  is  true, 
this  may  be,  and  this  Indeed  certainly  has,  now 
and  then  been,  the  cafe.  But,  I  am  of  opinion^ 
whenever  it  has  happened,  it  has  been  merely  ac¬ 
cidental  and  not  owing  to  any  general  tendency  in 
the  didemper  to  produce  fuch  an  ededl.  Indeed, 
to  fay  the  truth,  where  It  has  bettered  the  health 
of  one  perfon  in  the  natural  way,  it  has  fent  twen¬ 
ty  to  their  long  home.  For  my  own  part,  I  can- 
i  not  forbear  looking  on  the  fmall-pox  in  the  fame 
,  light  in  wich  mod  other  diforders  are  to  be  looked 
on,  namely,  that  they  were  defigned  to  be  a  means 
of  punilhing  men  for  their  iniquities,  of  mortify¬ 
ing  that  pride  of  heart,  to  which  mankind  have 
ever  been  too  prone,  and  to  bring  them  to  theif 
graves.  Nor  can  I  poffibly  think,  that  the  Al¬ 
mighty  had  any  other  end  to  anfwer  in  indidling 
this  didemper  on  mankind.  Be  this  as  it  will,  I 
cannot  think,  experience  Ihews,  that  the  fmall- 
pox  is  more  apt  to  prove  beneficial  to  the  health  of 
mankind,  than,  for  Indance,  the  meades,  or  the 
itch,  or  many  other  didempers,  which  are  jud  as 
univerfal  as  that  Is.  If  it  has  now  and  then  prov- 
I  ed  beneficial  in  this  refpedi  to  a  patient,  it  is  on 
i  the  contrary  very  notorious,  that  it  has  now  and 
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then  likcwifc  proved  highly  prejudicial  ;  and,  if 
I  am  not  much  mijftaken,  this  laft  has  been  its 
confequence  much  oftenerj  where  the  puftules 
have  been  numerous,  and  there  has  been  a  plen¬ 
tiful  fuppuratlon,  than  where  the  contrary  of 
thefe  has  happened.  Mr.  Bromfeild,  I  fuppofe, 
would  infer  from  his  notion  of  the  falutary  eife<51s 
of  the  fmall-pox  on  the  health  of  patients,  who 
have  undergone  it,  that  the  new  method  of  ino¬ 
culation  hinders  the  diftemper  from  being  feverc 
enough  to  anfwer  this  his  fuppofed  end  of  nature 
in  exciting  it  In  the  natural  way.  I  would,  me- 
thlnks,  fain  afk  Mr.  Bromfeild  on  this  occafion, 
whether  or  no  it  be  not  agreeable  to  his  own  ex¬ 
perience,  that  thofe,  who  have  the  fmall-pox 
in  an  extremely  favourable  manner  in  the  na¬ 
tural  way,  do  ufually  much  fooner,  and  with 
fewer  obdacles  and  impediments,  recover  their 
former  Brength  and  health,  than  thofe,  who 
have  it  in  a  fevere  manner.  And  if  this  be 
the  cafe,  I  would  likewife  afk  him,  why  patients, 
who  have  the  fmall-pox  extremely  light  by 
inoculation  in  the  new  way,  may  not  enjoy  their 
ufual  health  after  it,  as  well  as  thofe  who  have 
it  extfemely  light  in  the  natural  way.  I  am 
much  midaken,  if  It  is  pofTible  for  Mr.  Brom¬ 
feild,  or  indeed' any  other  nian,  to  aflign  one 
fingle  fubftantlal  reafon,  why  they  may  not,  fup- 
pofing  fuch  patients  are  inoculated  by  an  experienced 
iind  judicious  pra5iitioner.  So  far  as  my  own  expe¬ 
rience 


[  53  ] 

I 

ricncc  reaches  In  matters  of  this  kind,  I  declare,  that 
thofe  patients,  whether  they  have  been  inoculated 
or  not,  who  have  had  the  finalleft  fhareof  pudules, 
have  ever  recovered  their  priftine  health  fooner, 
jand  have  had  fewer  complaints  left  afterwards, 
than  thofe,  who  have  had  a  large  one.  As  to 
boils  in  particular,  I  have  fcarce  feen  one  among  ft 
the  many  patients,  in  the  inoculation  of  whom  I 
have  been  concerned.  It  is  true  I  was  confulted 
for  one  patient,  inoculated  by  a  gentleman  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  from  the  place  I  live  in,  who 
by  taking  cold  after  the  diftemper,  contracfled  one 
I  of  the  moft  malignant  ill  conditioned  abfeeffes  I 
ever  faw,  and  who  efcaped  very  narrowly  with  his 
life.  But  even  this  cafe  was  not  owing  to  a  want 
of  eruption,  and  fuppuration  of  variolous  puftules 
in  the  patient,  fince  he  had  a  great  plenty,  which 
I  were  of  the  diftiiK^f  fort,  and  fuppurated  kindly. 
But  let  us  hear,  what  a  judicious  writer  fays  of  the 
general  confequences  of  the  fmall  pox  in  the  natu¬ 
ral  way  to  the  health  of  patients :  and  by  tl:w2  bye, 
it  is  extremely  feldom  indeed,  that  there  is  not 
both  a  plentiful  eruption,  and  likewife  a  plentiful 
fuppuration  of  puftules  in  thefe  cafes.  *  After  the 
'  diftemper  is  over,  he  fays,  there  follow  inflammations 
of  the  eyes,  foul  ulcers,  ahfeefles,  fwelling  of  the  joints, 
pulmonary  confumptions,  decays  and  the  like.  The 


*  Vid.  Home’s  Princlp.  Medicin.  P.  185. 
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truth  of  the  matter  is,  when  the  diftemper  is 
fevere,  the  variolous  venom  fpreads  through,  and 
afliinilates  as  it  were,  the  whole  inafs  of  humours 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  notwithflanding  a  plentiful 
eruption,  and  fuppuration  of  puftules,  it  is  often¬ 
times  a  conlidcrable  time,  before  nature  is  able  to* 
correbd  the  univerfal  depravation-induced  on  the 
fluids  by  the  venom  of  the  diftemper.  In  this  re- 
fpe6f,  the  efFedls  of  a  fevere  eruption  may  be,  in 
fome  meafure,  compared  with  thofe  of  an  exulcer- 
ated  carcinomatous  tumour,  the  matter  formed  in 
which'fcarce  ever  fails  at  length  to  vitiate  the  whole 
mafs  of  humours,  and  to  bring  on  in  the  patient,  a 
purulent  cacochymy ,  hc<5f ic  fever  and  the  like.  But 
what  need  is  there  of  farther  argumentation  on  the 
occafion  ?  Since,  as  the  judicious  Dr.  Baker  ob- 
folidpr apical  ohfer%fation  is  of  more  realva- 
lue^  than  all  the  unfupported  theories^  which  the  wit  of 
man  ever  invented,  I  appeal  to  experience,  by  which 
all  differences  in  points  of  opinion  with  refpect 
to  matters  of  medicine  are  ever  befl  adjufled. 

I  appeal  to  praditioners  of  inoculation,  whether 
they  do  not  find  many  fewer  patients  in  pro¬ 
portion  ill  after  inoculation  in  the  new  way,  than 
they  have  obferved  to  be  ill  after  it  in  the  old.  I 
afk  them  in  particular,  whether  patients  are  fo  fre¬ 
quently  fubject  to  to  be  afflicted  with  boils  in  /hat 
way,  as  in  th/f,  I  declare,  in  my  own  pra3liee,  I 

*  Vid.  Baker’s  Inquiry,  i^c,  P.  4. 
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have  fcarce  fecn  t)ne ;  much  lefs  have  I  met  with  a 
large  impoftume.  Neither  do  I,  at  prefent,  know 
of  even  a  fingle  patient,  amongft  many  luinclred^ 
inoculated  lately  in  this  way  who  is  not  in  as  good 
a  ftate  of  health,  as  he  was  before.  And  I  do  not  , 
doubt,  but  mofi:  other  practitioners  in  the  new 
way  have  experienced  much  the  fame  fuecefs  in 
this  refpect,  as  myfelf.  On  the  whole,  I  cannot 
forbear  thinking,  that  the  prefent  method  of  ino¬ 
culation  is  fuperior  to  the  old.  as  much  in  refpect 
of  its  effects  on  the  health  of  the  patient,  as  of  its 
exciting  a  more  favourable  kind  of  the  dillemper. 

Here  I  muff  beg  leave  to  take  notice  of  another 
opinion  of  Mr.  Bromfeild's,  which  he  feems  to 
have  adopted,  in  relation  to  the  prefent  pradfice  of 
inoculation,  and  which  has  contributed  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  to  aggravate  that  prejudice,  which  he  has  con¬ 
ceived  againO;  it.  From  feveral  palTages  occurring 
in  his  pamphlet,  it  is  evident,  he  entertains  a  notion, 
that  in  the  new  method  the  variolous  puftules  fel- 
dom  come  to  a  kindly  mTituration:  from  whence, 

I  fuppofe,  he  would  infer,  that  this  method  of  ino¬ 
culation  is  not  fo  fafe,  with  refped  to  the  future 
health  of  the  patient,  as  the  old.  This  notion  of 
his  is  certainly  a  very  erroneous  one,  lince  it  is 
very  well  known,  both  to  practitioners  and  their 
patients,  that  the  puftules,  when  there  is  any  con- 
fiderable  number  of  them,  come  to  maturation  ifi 
this  way,  juft  as  well,  as  they  do  in  the  old,  or  even 
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as  they  do  in  the  natural  fmall-pox  itfelf.  And  of 
this  he  may  have-  ocular  demonftration  at  any 
time,  if  he  will  but  give  himfelf  the  trouble  of  vi- 
fifing  pcrfons  inoculated  in  this  way.  It  is  true, 
it  fomctimes  happens,  that  patients  under  this  mcr 
thod  pafs  through  the  dideinper  without  having 
even  a  tingle  puftule,  at  other  times,  without  hav¬ 
ing  more  than  two  or  three.  When  there  are  nq 
pufkiles  at  all,  it  is  certain  no  maturation  can  pof- 
fibl>  be  expt'6fed.  But  in  thofe  cafes,  wherein 
there  have  been  two  or  three  only,  I  h^ve  gencr 
rally  obferved  a  little  yellow  conco6fcd  matter  on 
the  tops  of  them,  which  matter  has  gradually 
formed  itfelf  into  a  fcab.  And  it  is  always  poffible, 
even  in  thefe  cafes,  were  it  of  any  ufe,*  tq  render 
thefe  puflules  larger  and  fuller  of  matter,  by  giving 
the  patii  nts  animal  food.  I  have  met  with  many 
cafes  of  both  thefe  kinds  in  my  pra<5fice,  yet  I  ne¬ 
ver  could  find  it  was  poffible  to  infe(5f  the  patients 
again  with  the  fmall-pox.  The  reafons,  why  the 
eruption  and  maturation  of  puftules  in  thefe  cafes 
are  fo  very  inconliderable,  1  take  to  be  thefe.  ^The 
rigid  abftinence  and  frequent  brifk  purging  pur- 
fued  in  this  method,  together  with  the  other 
cooling  remedies,  which  are  conftantly  called  in 
to  their  affidance,  partly  fo  corre^f,  and  partly  fo 
fubftra^f  out  of  the  body  of  the  patient,  the  bilious 
and  other  inflammatory  humours,  which  in  the 
patural  difqrder  afford  fuel  to  the  variolous  princl- 
ciples  contained  in  the  blood,  that  oftentimes  there 
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is  not  pabulum  enough  left  for  them  to  a(51  on. 
Thefe  principles  therefore,  being  put  into  a  Hate 
of  deflagration  by  the  application  of  variolous  ve¬ 
nom,  at  a  time,  when  there  is  little  or  none  of 
tliis  fuel  in  the  blood,  burn  out,  if  1  may  ufe  the 
exprelTion,  quietly,  withoiit  exciting  fcarce  any 
commotion  or  complaint,  or  more  than  two  or 
three  puftules.  And  the  patient  receiving  no  far¬ 
ther  damage,  than  only  being  a  little  weakened 
by  the  evacuation  and  regimen  he  undergoes, 
foon  recovers  his  former  Hrength  and  health.  It 
this  opinion  be  true,  we  may  fee  plainly,  why  an 
eruption  and  maturation  of  puHules  is  oftentimes 
unnecelTary  in  this  way  of  inoculation,  in  order 
to  fecure  the  patient  either  from  the  contagion  of 
the  natural  diforder,  or  from  ill  health.  But  what 
need  is  there  of  argumentation  on  tlie  occalion  ? 
Fa^s,  as  Mr.  Bromfeild  himlelf  allows,  are  Jluh- 
lorn  things •  hndi  falls,  notorious  falls,  abundantly 
Ihew,  that  fuch  cafes  often  happen  in  the  new 
way  of  inoculation,  and  that  the  patients  remain 
in  a  good  Hate  of  health,  and  are  ever  after  fecurc 
from  the  infe^fion  of  the  natural  diflemper. 

But  here,  methinks,  Mr.  Bromfeild  is  ready  to 
afk  me,  whether  it  does  not  now  and  then  hap¬ 
pen  in  fuch  cafes,  that  on  the  patients  *  returning 

*  Vid.  Bromfeild’s  thoughts,  See.  P.  30. 


to 


I 


[  5*  ] 

tv  their  ufual  exercife  and^'diet,  they  have  had  a  fe- 
cond  crop  of  puftules,  which  have  proved  to  be 
variolous.  My  anfwer  is,  I  have  never,  that  I 
can  remember,  met  with  fuch  a  cafe  in  my  own 
pra^ice  of  inoculation.  I  have,  nevcrthelefs,  feen  ' 
two  or  three  fuch  cafes,  and  have  been  very  cre¬ 
dibly  informed  of  others.  But  then  I  could  ne-  ■ 
ver  find,  that  the  eruption  in  cafes  of  this  fort 
has  been  confiderable  enough  to  hinder  the  pa¬ 
tients  from  going  about,  as  in  their  ufual  health,  y 
The  reafon  of  the  thing  I  take  to  be  this.  In  the 
natural  fmall-pox  the  deflagration  of  the  vario-  ^ 
lous  principles  in  the  blood  of  the  patient  is  per-  ■ 
formed,  if  I  may  fo  eXprefs  myfelf,  not^Only  vio¬ 
lently,  but  aifo  fuddenly,  fo  that  the  variolous 
puftules  appear,  generally,  very  early  ;  and  it  is  ■ 
feldom  more  than  the  fpace  of  five  or  fix  days,  ' 
from  the  firft  invafions  of  the  fickening,  before  a 
large  eruption  is  completed.  But  in  patients  ino-  j 
culated  in  the  new  way  the  cafe  feems  in  thefe  re- 
fpe(51s  to  be  widely  different.  And  here,  by  the 
bye,  the  new  method  of  inoculation  has  an  inex-, 
prefiible  advantage  over  the  old.  In  thefe  patients 
the  deflagration  of  the  variolous  principles,  fuch 
are  the  effe61s  of  the  remedies  ufed  in  this  method, 
is  performed  not  only  much  more  quietly,  but  ^ 
alfo  more  flowly,  fo  that  it  often  continues  for  a 
longer  time,  than  in  the  natural  way.  Now,  as 
long  as  this  lafteth,  fo  long  a  propenfity  remains 
in  the  blood,  on  the  application  of  proper  variolous 
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pabulum,  to  throw  out  puftules.  If  therefore  a 
patient  under  thefe  circumftances  takes  any  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  animal  food,  heats  himfelf 
by  violent  exercife,  or  is  guilty  of  the  like  error, 
he  runs  a  confiderable  hazard  of  getting  a  fecond 
crop  of  putiules.  I  make  no  doubt,  but  fcveral 
patients,  who  have  found  themfelves  in  pretty 
good  health,  whilft  this  deflagration  has  been  go* 
ing  on  very  quietly  and  flowly,  and  the  morbid 
matter  has  been  running  off  gently  by  the  pores  of 
the  skin,  the  urinary  paflages,  and  other  outlets, 
have  through  impatience  run  into  irregularities, 
which  have  been  the  means  of  throwing  out  freili 
puftules.  And  I  am  not  fatisfied,  but  fome  pa¬ 
tients  in  this  fituation,  who  would  fcarce  ever 
have  had  a  complaint  or  a  finglc  puftule,  have 
through  thefe  Irregularities  brought  on  a  conflder- 
Mit  iruptive  fever  as  well  as  a  confiderable  erupticn. 
But  I  hope  Mr.  Bromfeild  is  not  fo  much  preju¬ 
diced  againfl:  inoculation  in  the  new  way,  as  to 
attribute  the  effects  of  excefles  and  irregularities  in 
the  patient  to  a  deficiency  in  the  art  itfelf.  This 
would  be  very  unreafonable  in  him  indeed. 

But  flill  Mr.  Bromfeild,  I  fear,  will|be  apt  to 
think,  that  patients  In  general  in  this  way  of  ino¬ 
culation  are  *  reduced  to  too  low  a  flate.  I  really 


*  Vid,  Bromfeild’s  Thoughts,  &c.  P.  4. 
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do  not  think  this  has  been  generally  the  cafe/  I 
readily  grant,  that  this  circumftance  has  been  now 
and  then  carried  farther,  than  has  been  abfolutely 
necelTary  5  and  Indeed,  in  here  and  there  a  cafe 
farther,  than  has  been  confident  with  a  proper 
regard  to  the  health  of  the  patient.  But  even  in 
fuch  cafes  It  is  in  the  power  of  a  circumfpe^  and 
judicious  practitioner  to  rectify  what  may  have 
been  done  amifs  in  this  refpect,  by  allowing  the 
patients  wine,  or  other  cordials,  that  are  dronger,  | 
if  fuch  are  necefiary.  For  as  to  animal  food,  I  aiu  i 
well  fatisfied,  that  is  never  necedary,  till  the  defla^ 
gration  of  the  variolous  principles  is  entirely  over. 

1  have  feveral  times  allowed  my  patients  wine  and 
other  cordial  drinks,  when  I  have  thought  them 
rather  too  low  in  the  fickening ;  and  I  never  could 
find  in  fuch  cafes  that  thefe  remedies  rendered  the 
eruption  in  any  wife  confiderable.  But  I  haye  j 
ever  avoided,  as  much  as  I  could,  giving  them  any  j 
kind  of  animal  food,  at  this  time  of  the  diforder, 
fince  I  always  looked  on  it,  as  a  nutriment  of  | 
a  fufpicious  nature  in  fuch  cafes,  and  much 
lefs  cardiacal,  than  wine  and  other  cordial 
drinks.  ,  ^ 

Mr.  Bromfeild,  I  find,  entertains  but  a  very 
indllFerent  opinion  of  *  brijk  purging  during  the 

*  Vid.  Bromfeild’s  Thoughts,  P.  50. 

eruptive 
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eruptive  fever  in  Inoculation.  I  inuft  needs  fay,  I 
am  a  little  furprifed  at  this  circumftance,  fmce  he 
himfelf  has  given  us  a  moft  remarkable  *  Inftance 
of  the  good  effects  of  this  remedy  in  a  cafe  of  the 
natural  fmall-pox,  which  happened  in  his  own  fa¬ 
mily,  and  in  which  the  remedy  was  not  ad- 
miniftered,  till  after  the  eruption  was  begun.  For 
furely,  if  fuch  purging  can  do  good  in  tins 
flage  of  the  natural  diftemper,  and  in  a  child  too 
of  no  more  than  three  years  of  age,  it  may  be  ufed 
to  advantage  in  the  eruptive  fever  of  adults  under 
the  inoculated  fmall-pox.  I  can  alTure  Mr.  Brom- 
fcild,  I  have  purged  patients  under  inoculation 
during  the  eruptive  fever  brilkly,  both  adults  and 
children,  fifty  times  and  fifty  to  that,  with  advant- 
age  to  them,  1  do  not,  indeed,  chufc  to  do  it  at 
this  time  in  all  cafes :  becaufe  I  am  fatisfied,  all  cafes 
do  not  require  It.  And  this,  Mr.  Bromfeild,  may 
fee,  is  very  fimilar  to  the  practice  of  the  judicious 
tDr.  Dimfdale,  a  writer  on  the  fubject,  whom 
Mr.  Bromfeild  himfelf  feems  much  to  approve 


Mr.  Bromfeild  has  obferved  in  one  paffage  jof 
his  pamphlet,  that  he  has  heard,  that  patims  ino¬ 
culated  in  the  new  way,  have  afterwards  had  the 

•  Vid  Bromfidd’s  thoughts,  P.  20.  f  Vid.  Dimfdale  of 
Inoculating,  &c.  P.  33.  +  Vid.  Bromfeild’s  Thoughts.  P.  24. 
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natural  fm^ll-pox.  I  have  heard  the  fame  many  at 
time,  and  on  enquiry  have  found  the  reports  to  be 
^  abfolutely  falfe.  However,  it  is  notorious,  that  a 
certain  inoculatox  in  this  neighbourhood,  a  low 
mechanic^  who  had  taken  it  into  his  head,  that  it 
was  pofTible,  fo  far  to  improve  the  pra6iice,  that 
the  patient  might  pafs  through  the  diforder,  with¬ 
out  having  any  complaint,  met  not  long  hnce  with 
fuch  an  accident.  Four  or  five  of  his  patients, 
who  were  inoculated  together  in  this  improved 
way,  took  the  natural  fmall-pox  foon  afterwards, 
and  had  well  nigh  paid  ealr'emely  dear  for  their 
credulity.  And  now  1  am  fpeaking  of  inoculation 
being  pra(51ifed  by  mechanicks,  I  cannot  forbear  i 
taking  notice  of  the  unaccountable  inconfiancy  j 
and  ficklenefs  of  temper  fo  very  obfervabic  in  the  t 
inhabitants  of  this  ifie.  Two  or  three  years  ago 
it  was  a  very  difficult  matter  to  prevail  with  many 
of  them,  at  any  rate,  to  trufi  their  lives  in  the  j 
hands  of  the  mod:  experienced  inoculators.  Of 
late,  mod  of  them  feem  to  think  every  illiterate  i 
pra6fitioncr  of  this  art  properly  qualified  to  carry 
them  with  fafety  through  the  didemper.  Strange 
infatuation  indeed  1  As  if  it  required  nothing 
more,  than  to  order  a  total  abdinence  from  all 
animal  food,  fpirituous  and  fermented  liquors,  and 
from  fpiccs,  to  give  a  few  dofes  of  mercurial  or 
antimonial  phyfick,  and  to  make  a  pun6lure  or 
two  with  a  lancet  ind‘61:ed'with  variolous  matter  in 
the  arm,  to  be  able  to  inoculate  with  fafety  to  the 
.  •  life 
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life  and  future  health  of  a  patient.  Sure  I  am.  If 
fuch  illiterate  pradfitioners,  as  thefe,  to  whofe  care 
it  were  almoft  a  piece  of  madnefs  to  truft  even  a 
brute,  that  is  lick,  are  able  to  pracfiice  inoculation 
even  with  tolerable  fuccefs,  it  amounts  to  a  proof, 
that  the  art  is  arrived  to  an  exceeding  high  degree 
of  perfe6iion,  and  that  it  mufi:  of  neceffity  be  in 
the  power  of  thofe,  who  have  a  good  knowledge 
of  medicine,  to  pradiife  it  with  infinitely  more 
fafety  to  their  patients. 

Butfiill,  I  fear,  Mr.Bromfeild  will  not  be  eafily 
reconciled  to  one  particular  part  of  the  treatment 
ufed  in  the  new  way  of  inoculating.  I  mean,  the 
expo/mg  the  patient  to  external  cold,  after  the  eruption 
is  complete.  It  Is,  I  mufi  confefs,  fomewhat  ex¬ 
traordinary,  that  Mr.  Bromfeild,  who  feems 
highly  to  approve  of  expofing  the  patient  to  cool 
air,  during  the  eruptive  fymptoms,  as  one  very 
likely  means  of  preventing  a  large  eruption,  fiaould 
yet  hefitate  fo  much  as  he  does,  about  the  propri¬ 
ety  of  the  fame  treatment  after  the  eruption  is 
finifiied.  If  the  maturation  of  the  pufiules  in  the 
fmall-pox  be  a  critical  operation  of  nature,  fo  Is 
the  eruption  of  them  like  wife.  And  I  will  be  bold 
to  fay,  there  is  Juft  as  much  reafon  to  fuppofe 
from  theoretical  notions,  were  fuch  notions  of  any 
confiderable  ufe  to  determine  the  queftion,  that, 
external  cold  is  as  likely  to  check  their  eruption, 

I  as  it  is  their  maturation.  The  truth  of  the  matter 

is. 


is,  theoretical  notions  are  of  little  ufc  here.  Fac^is,'  | 
notorious  fau%s,  fhew  that  patients  under  Inocula¬ 
tion  may  be  expofed  to  the  external  air  during 
the  maturation  of  the  puftules,  with  as  much  fafety 
as  they  can  during  their  eruption,  and  I  cannot 
forbear  adding,  however  Mr.  Bromfelld  may  be 
furprifed  at  it,  with  much  more  fafety  than  they  i 
can  during  a  certain  other  period  in  the  procefs.  '  I 
I  would  not  wiilingly  be  here  fo  undttftood,  as  if  | 
I  fuppofed,  that  no  mifchlef  could  poffibly  be  done  ! 
by  expofing  a  patient  to  a  cold  air  during  the  ma-  I 
turation  of  the  puftules,  lince  I  am  fufficlently 
aware,  that  this  part  of  the  treatment  in  inocula¬ 
tion,  may  be  carried  to  too  great  lengths,  as  well 
as  moft  of  the  reft.  All  I  would  be  underftood  to 
mean  on  this  occahon,  Is,  that  patients  may  be 
fafely  expofed  to  the  external  air,  during  this  fta- 
dlum  of  the  diforder,  as  well  as  during  the  erup¬ 
tion,  provided  It  be  done  with  prudence  and  mo¬ 
deration.  For  here,  as  well  as  in  all  other  cafes, 
we  are  ftill  to  keep  an  eye  to  the  golden  maxim  | 
of  the  poet. 

Eft  modus  in  rebus,  funt  certi  denlque  fines,  \ 

Sluos  ultra  citraque  nsquit  conjiftere  re^iufn, 

I  have  now,  I  think,  anfwered  every  argument 
and‘obje<ftIon  Mr.  Bromfelld  has  urged  againft  the 
new  method  of  inoculation,  that  is  worthy  of  no¬ 
tice.  And,  I  hope,  he  has  by  this  time  conceived  ; 
<  •  at 
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at  leaf!:  a  more  favourable  opinion  of  it,  than  lie 
entertained,  vidien  he  wrote  his  pamphlet.  Thero 
is,  however,  one  thing  which  I  cannot  help,  be¬ 
fore  I  have  done,  defiring  he  will  remember  on 
the  occafion.  And  this  is,  that  I  would  not  have 
him  think,  from  any  thing  advanced  above,  that 
I  look  on  the  prefent  method  of  inoculation  as  ab- 
folutely  infallible,  even  when  in  the  hands  of  the 
mofi:  exp erit  need  and  judicious  praPIitioner,  much  lefs 
•when  practifed  by  ignorant  mechanicks.  In  the  pre¬ 
fent  uncertain  and  fluctuating  flate  of  things  where 
health  even  in  its  higheft  degree  is  in  continual 
danger  from  a  number  of  unforefeen  accidents, 
which  no  human  prudence  can  poflibly  guard 
againft,  and  wherein  even  life  itfelf  is  not  enfured 
to  us  for  a  Angle  moment,  it  is  evident,  that  a  mif- 
fortune  may,  nay  that  it  muji,  fonietimes  happen  in 
inoculation.  No  practice,  no  method,  whatever 
cznhe:  altogether  and  ahfolutely  fecure  from  an  acci¬ 
dent.  Be  this  as  it  will,  I  am  very  certain  there  is 
much  Icfs  danger  of  fuch  a  misfortune  failing  out 
in  the  new  way,  than  there  was  in  the  old.  And, 
fhould  fuch  a  thing  happen  within  the  circuit  of 
Mr.  Bromfeild’s  knowledge  to  a  judicious  practi¬ 
tioner,  I  hope  he  will  have  candour  enough  to 
place  it  to  fome  account,  other  than  that  of  a  defi¬ 
ciency  in  the  prefent  method  of  inoculating,  fupe- 
rior  to  what  mufl  inevitably  attend  every  art  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  prefervation  of  fo  precarious  a  thing, 
as  human  life,  confefledly,  is. 

F 


I  have 


iir 

■  [  66  ] 

•4 

> 

I  have,  I  hope,  by  this  time  fufficlently  convinced 
bot  h  Doctor  Langton  and  Mr.  Bromfelld,  not  only 
that  inoculation  in  the  new  way  communicates  the 
genuine  fmall  pox,  but  alfo  that  it  does  it  in  a  muchi^ 
fafer  manner  for  the  patient,  than  inoculation  in ' 
the  old.  I  have  therefore  nothing  farther  to  add 
on  the  fubject,  before  I  conclude,  than  an  obferva- 
tion  or  two,  which  the  merits  of  the  prefent  me¬ 
thod  of  inoculating  feem  highly  to  demand,  namely 
that  I  verily  believe,  if  twenty  thoufand  tractable 
patients  were  inoculated  together  in  this  way  by  a 
judicious  'pradfitioner^  not  a  fingle  one  in  the  whole 
number  would  have  the  confluent  fmall-pox.  And 
I  cannot  forbear  thinking,  that  as  the  difeovery  of 
the  prefent  improved  method  is  an  honour  to  the 
author  of  it,  whoever  that  author  may  be,  fo  it 
reflects  likewife  the  higheft  degree  of  credit  upon 
the  art  of  medicine  in  general,  that  it  is  thus 
enabled  to  triumph  oyer  a  cruel  and  mercilefs 
diflemper,  which  has,  for  fome  centuries  paft, 
committed  greater  ravages  amongft  the  human 
fpecies,  than  famine,  the  fword,  or  even,  perhaps 
the  peflilence  itfelf. 

P  R  R  A  T  A. 

Pro  BrotfifielJi  1.  Bromfeild, 
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